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Matthew  Schaug  demonstrates  a  canon  used  during  the  civil  war  to  8th  grade  students  from  St.  Anne's 
School  during  the  1st  Annual  Civil  War  Day  held  at  the  Irish  Cultural  Center  on  Nov.  16.  There  was  also  re¬ 
enactments  of  the  Civil  War  battles  and  demonstrations  of  weapons  and  supplies  used  during  the  war. 

Irish  contribution  to  Civil  War  remembered 


by  Dmitry  Kiper 

As  most  kids  were  sitting  inside  their 
classrooms  on  an  unusually  hot  Nov.  16 
morning,  some  lucky  elementary  and  mid¬ 
dle  school  students  participated  in  a  “hands 
on”  living  history  experience  of  the 
American  Civil  War. 

Sponsored  by  the  United  Irish  Cultural 
Center  (UICC),  located  on  45th  Avenue 


near  Sloat  Boulevard,  the  event,  which  was 
a  year  in  the  making,  focused  on  Irish  par¬ 
ticipation  in  the  Civil  War. 

“The  Irish  had  a  significant  role  in  the 
Civil  War  on  both  sides,”  said  UICC 
President  Bob  Twomey.  “Most  of  the  sol¬ 
diers  who  fought  were  recent  immigrants.” 

The  Irish  Potato  Famine  of  the  late 
1840s  sent  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Irish 
to  America.  Most  of  them  initially  came  to 


Boston  and  New  York  City,  but  wherever 
they  went,  they  met  blatant  discrimination 
in  housing  and  employment  —  signs  often 
said  “No  Irish  need  apply.” 

In  1851,  several  Irishmen  formed  the 
69th  New  York  State  Militia,  and  10  years 
later  it  was  one  of  the  first  brigades  to  an¬ 
swer  President  Abraham  Lincoln’s  call  to 
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Bringing  history  to  life 


Capt's  report:  crime  down,  burglaries  up 


by  Dmitry  Kiper 

The  biggest  problems  in  the 
Richmond  District  this  year  have 
been  homelessness  -  and  all  the 
crimes  associated  with  it  -  and 
burglaries,  according  to 
Richmond  District  Police  Capt. 
Sandra  Tong. 

Tong  gave  an  overall  crime 
report  at  the  SF  Police 


The  SF  County  Transportation 
Authority  (TA),  working  with 
Muni  and  other  city  agencies, 
will  give  their  visions  for  an  im¬ 
proved  Geary  Boulevard  Dec. 

10.  The  public  should  pay  atten¬ 
tion  -  a  full  court  press  is  being 
put  on  to  implement  a  plan  that 
would  alter  the  landscape  of  the 
Richmond  District,  for  better  or 
worse. 

When  city  voters  passed 
Proposition  K  in  2003,  a  measure 


Commission  meeting  held  Nov. 
30  at  the  SF  Jewish  Community 
Center. 

While  giving  a  presentation  ti¬ 
tled  “Community  Partnerships” 
to  approximately  50  people, 
Tong  outlined  the  variety  and 
severity  of  problems  currently 
facing  the  Richmond  and  specific 
steps  being  taken  by  the  SF 
Police  Department. 


that  extended  the  city’s  1/2  cent 
sales  tax  with  a  30  year  plan, 
they  set  in  motion  a  series  of 
events  that  has  the  TA  set  to 
break  ground  on  Geary  in  the 
next  3  to  5  years.  The  question  is 
not  “if’  the  project  will  happen, 
but  “when"  it  will  happen. 

The  plan  being  considered  in¬ 
cludes  one  option  that  would  put 
dedicated  bus  lanes  in  the  outside 
lanes  on  Geary,  meaning  passen¬ 
gers  would  be  picked  up  on  the 


There  have  been  526  burglar¬ 
ies  this  year  (as  of  November 
2005)  in  the  Richmond,  48  more 
than  last  year.  That’s  about  a  10 
percent  increase.  (The  Rich¬ 
mond’s  police  district  is  large, 
covering  the  area  running  from 
Lincoln  Way  to  Jackson  Street, 
and  from  the  Great  Highway  to 
Divisadero  Street.) 

The  department  has  a 


outside  of  the  roadway  as  they 
currently  are;  and  two  options  to 
put  the  dedicated  bus  or  rail  line 
down  the  center  of  the  boulevard. 
To  do  that,  a  traffic  lane  in  each 
direction  would  likely  be  lost  and 
parking  would  have  to  be  elimi¬ 
nated  or  converted  from  diagonal 
to  parallel.  Because  the  text  of 
Prop.  K  said  the  chosen  route 
must  be  “rail  ready,”  a  plan  in  the 
center  of  the  boulevard  is  likely 
to  be  the  chosen  route.  (More  on 
that  later.) 

There  are  many  flaws,  and  a 
little  folly,  in  the  process  that  got 
us  where  we  are  today. 

The  Wheels  on  the  Bus 
Go  Round  and  Round 

The  whole  process  started  be¬ 
cause  of  one  paragraph,  buried 
on  page  6  of  the  10-page 
Proposition  K,  mentioning  Geary 

Continued  on  page  7 


Burglary  Abatement  Program, 
which  includes  the  development 
and  deployment  of  a  task  force  if 
a  crime  pattern  can  be  estab¬ 
lished,  Tong  said.  The  program 
also  includes  community  out¬ 
reach  in  the  form  of  local  media 
and  community  meetings. 

Small  businesses  are  some¬ 
times  tempting  targets  for  bur¬ 
glars,  said  Tong,  because  the  lu¬ 
crative  result  of  such  theft  is  evi¬ 
dent. 

David  Heller,  president  of  the 
Greater  Geary  Boulevard 
Merchants  Association,  asked  the 
police  department  for  some  re¬ 
serve  officers  -  volunteer  officers 
that  serve  part-time  -  to  monitor 
the  busy  areas  of  Geary 
Boulevard  during  the  upcoming 
holiday  shopping  season. 

“We  can  work  on  that,”  Tong 
said.  “I’ll  make  the  request.” 

With  regard  to  the  homeless 
issue,  the  police  department  has 
the  Operation  Outreach  Team  to 
help  get  members  of  the  home¬ 
less  population  back  on  their 
feet. 

“Their  job  is  to  go  out  to  the 
field  and  hit  all  the  hot  spots 
where  there  are  homeless  issues,” 
Tong  said. 

Police  Commissioner  Joe 
Alioto  Veronese  praised  the 
Richmond  District  Police 

Continued  on  page  10 


Serial 

burglars 

caught, 

property 

being 

returned 

by  Alastair  Bland 

Since  Sept.  13,  San  Francisco 
police  officers  have  arrested  three 
men  believed  to  be  key  players  in 
the  “tunnel-home-entrance  bur¬ 
glaries,”  a  string  of  robberies  that 
plagued  homes  in  the  Sunset, 
Richmond  and  Ingleside  districts 
between  January  and  November. 
The  men  have  been  charged  with 
several  burglary-related  crimes, 
and  the  case  continues  to  devel¬ 
op. 

Inspector  Lewis  Bronfeld  of 
SF  Police  Department’s  burglary 
detail  said  Derek  Wong,  25,  and 
Albert  Hernandez,  38,  are  al¬ 
leged  to  have  committed  the  bulk 
of  the  robberies  while  the  third 
man  in  custody,  Darin 
Delahoussaye,  also  38,  received 
the  stolen  items  and  acted  as  a 
“fence,”  a  term  used  by  police  to 
denote  a  person  who  buys  and 
markets  stolen  property. 

While  Wong  and  Hernandez 
employed  similar  tactics  and  tar¬ 
geted  similarly-styled  homes  - 
those  with  an  iron  fences  on  the 
outside  and  a  tunnel  leading  to 
the  front  door  -  they  worked 
alone  and  independently  of  one 
another. 

“What  they  had  in  common,” 
says  Bronfeld,  “is  this  guy  who 
bought  their  stuff.” 

The  stolen  property  found  in 
Delahoussaye’s  possession  in¬ 
cludes  jewelry  and  illegal 
firearms.  Police  have  reason  to 
believe  that  there  is  still  another 
burglary  suspect  at  large  who 
was  working  with  Delahoussaye. 

“We  think  Delahoussaye  was 
running  a  large-scale  fencing  op¬ 
eration.  He  had  property  from 
Wong  and  Hernandez,  but  he  also 
had  additional  property,” 
Bronfeld  said. 

The  inspector  says  the  recov¬ 
ered  material  is  believed  to  have 
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Lincoln  Park  Pump  Station  getting  overhaul 


by  Amy  Sinclair 

Construction  began  in  early 
September  to  replace  the  aging 
Lincoln  Park  Pump  Station,  lo¬ 
cated  at  36th  Avenue  and 
Clement  Street,  and  the  Lincoln 
Park  Tank,  a  water  storage  tank 


on  the  hillside  near  39th  Avenue. 
The  San  Francisco  Public 
Utilities  Commission  (SFPUC) 
and  its  contractor  Trinet  plan  to 
be  working  in  the  area  through 
early  2007. 

The  two  facilities  combine  to 
provide  potable  drinking  water 


and  fire  protection  to  nearby  resi¬ 
dences  and  businesses,  the 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor  and  portions  of  Lincoln 
Park.  The  project  is  one  of  many 
local  and  regional  Water  System 
Improvement  Program  (WS1P) 
projects  to  repair,  replace  and 
seismically  upgrade  the  Hetch 
Hetchy  water  system. 

The  SFPUC  has  worked 
closely  with  neighborhood 
groups,  including  the  Planning 
Association  for  the  Richmond 
(PAR),  and  local  businesses  for 
review,  comment  and  sugges¬ 
tions  about  the  project. 

Based  on  feedback,  the  pro¬ 
ject  team  made  modifications  to 
the  roof,  landscaping  plan  and 
the  proposed  site  for  the  tempo¬ 
rary  pump  station. 

“We  are  working  closely  with 
neighborhood  groups,  Rec.  and 
Park  and  the  local  golf  course  to 
ensure  everyone’s  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns  are  addressed,”  said  Project 


Who's  on  Santa's, 
good  list? 


"The  Richmond 
Review,  for  serving 
our  neighborhood  for 
the  past  17  years." 

Thank  you  -  your  friends 
at  Angelina's  Deli  Cafe 


Now  Accepting  New  Patients! 

Board  Certified  Internist  with  recently  opened  office  near  St. 
Mary’s  Medical  Center  now  accepting  patients  for  primary 
care.  Most  insurance  plans  welcome.  Plenty  of  parking. 

John  A.  Selle  D.O. 

2250  Hayes  St.,  Suite  206 
Telephone:  (415)  379-6100 
www.drjohnselle.medem.com 
Office  Hours:  9  -  5;  M  -  F 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Consultant 

Troubleshooting 
Tutoring 
Tune-ups 

Home  network  set-ups 
_ (415)  821-1792 _ 

Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 
San  Francisco  •  563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 
Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 


Just  Imagine  . . . 

The  Perfect  Smile 

Today  it's  easier  and  more  affordable  than  ever! 


Modem  breakthroughs  in  dentistry  can  produce  almost  miraculous 
results.  Picture  yourself  with  a  dazzling  white,  healthy  smile, 
children  without  cavities,  and  easy  solutions  to  unsightly  or 
damaged  teeth.  Relax  knowing  that  this  all  can  be  delivered 
in  a  gentle,  caring  way  at  an  affordable  cost. 


If  It's  Been  More  Than  Six  Months ,  Call  Us. 
Same  Day  Relief  For  Dental  Emergencies! 


1  New  Patients  Welcome  —  Personalized,  Comprehensive  Gentle  Care 

■  Mercury  Free  White  Fillings  —  No  More  Metal  Or  Black  Teeth! 

■  Air  Abrasion  —  "Didn't  feel  a  thing"  PAIN  FREE  Fillings 

■  Intra-Oral  Camera  —  See  The  Results  Before  Any  Work  Is  Done 
1  ZOOM!  Teeth  Whitening  —  Dazzling  Results  In  One  Hour 

1  Swissedent  Dentures  —  Life-Like,  NATURAL  And  Comfortable 
1  Porcelain  Crowns  — A  Beautiful  Smile  Without  The  Dark  Gum  Line 


Call  today  to  find  out  what  latest 
advancements  in  cosmetic  dentistry 
can  do  for  your  smile! 


•  Graduate  of  UCSF  Dental 
School  1984 


•  Over  2000  hours  of 
continuing  education 

•  20  years  practicing  in 
San  Francisco  at  the 
same  location 


•  Award  winning 
clinical  professor  at  the 
local  dental  school 


•  Volunteers  locally  at 
schools,  senior  centers  & 
homeless  clinics 


Ronald  Yee,  D.D.S. 


Most  Insurance  Accepted  •  Care  Credit  m 


+++'k+5'Star  Spa  Service +++++ 

Movies  &  DVD's 
Stereo  Headphones 
Hot  Scented  Towels 
Warm  Blankets 

Orthopedic  Back  &  Neck  Pillows 

Richmond  District 

DENTAL  CARE 

4200  California  Street  •  Suite  210  at  4th  Ave. 
San  Francisco,  C A  9 4118 

(415)  668-0526 

Serving  Satisfied  Patients  Since  1984 

www.SanFranciscoDentalCare.com 


Courtesy  photo 

Workers  dig  up  the  street  to  put  new  pipes  in  near  the 
Lincoln  Park  Pump  Station. 


Manager  Howard  Fung.  “This  is 
one  of  many  WSIP  projects  that 
will  help  meet  the  challenges  of 
our  water  needs  for  many  years 
to  come.” 

The  water  storage  tank  was 
built  in  1927  and  the  pump  sta¬ 
tion  in  1947.  Its  mechanical  and 
electrical  equipment  has  become 
outdated  and  does  not  meet  cur¬ 
rent  standards.  The  base  support¬ 
ing  the  water  storage  tank  is  seis¬ 
mically  unsafe  and  in  need  of  re¬ 
pair.  In  addition,  the  pump  sta¬ 
tion’s  structure  is  undersized  and 
does  not  meet  current  seismic 
and  building  codes.  Replacement 
is  needed  to  ensure  system  relia¬ 
bility. 

The  replacement  of  the  pump 
station  and  tank  will  include  de¬ 
molition  of  existing  facilities, 
construction  of  a  new  pump  sta¬ 


tion  with  hydro-pneumatic  tanks, 
new  mechanical  and  electrical 
equipment,  a  new  100,000-gallon 
tank  and  installation  of  new  ser¬ 
vice  water  mains  near  the  site. 
Decorative  fencing  and  landscap¬ 
ing  will  be  added  to  secure  the 
site  and  help  the  building  blend 
in  with  the  park  setting. 

Much  of  the  construction  will 
take  place  inside  the  park,  which 
will  help  minimize  the  noise, 
dust  and  overall  impact  on  neigh¬ 
bors.  A  temporary  pump  station 
at  the  site  is  in  use  during  con¬ 
struction.  Interruption  of  street 
and  pedestrian  traffic  is  expected 
to  be  minimal. 

For  more  information  about 
the  project,  call  (415)  551-4659. 

Amy  Sinclair  works  in  the 
SFPUC 's  communications  de¬ 
partment. 


Balance  Begins  at  Home 

juliereber.com 


In  a  real  estate  market  as 
profitable,  excting  and 
challenging  as  this  San 
Francisco  market,  Julie 
Reber's  well  balanced 
approach  is  vital  to  your 
success.  Her  knowledge, 
enthusiasm,  energy  and 
experience  can  help  you 
not  only  balnce  your 
portfolio,  but  also  help 
you  balance  your  life!  As 
your  Richmond  neighbor, 
she  understands  you  best. 


Ceil  415-609-3677 

juliereber@zephyrsf.com 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  GREATER  GEARY  BOULEVARD  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


ACCOUNTING 

VANCE  ECONOMIC  SERVICES,  5844  GEARY  387-7417 
ANTIQUES: 

GASLIGHT  &  SHADOWS,  2335  CI^ENT  387-0633 
AUTO  DEALERS: 

ELLIS  BROOKS  CHEVROLET,  1395  VAN  NESS  776-2400 
SAN  FRANCISCO  TOYOTA,  GEARY/ 2ND  750-8300 

AUTO  REPAIRS: 

BIG  O  TIRE  &  SERVICE  CENTER,  3040  GEARY  751-2577 
GEARY  AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICE,  5343  GEARY  386-1000 
FOREIGN  CAR  REPAIR,  6027  GEARY  752-8305 

BAKERIES: 

HOUSE  OF  BAGELS,  5030  GEARY  752-6000 
BANKS/SAVINGS  &  LOANS: 

BANK  OF  AMERICA,  5500  GEARY,  662-4054 
CALIFORNIA  BANK  &  TRUST,  5255  GEARY  6684 
JPM  MORGAN  CHASE,  550  BATTERY  315-5992 
CITIBANK,  4455  GEARY  752-4605 
CITIBANK,  6100  GEARY  387-5113 
FIRST  REPUBLIC,  5628  GEARY  751-3888 
S.F.  FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION,  4375  GEARY  775-5377 
STERLING  BANK,  379-6990 
UNITED  COMMERCIAL,  5501  GEARY  933-6128 
WELL'S  FARGO  BANK,  3624  GEARY  396-4188 
WELL'S  FARGO  BANK,  5455  GEARY  396-3645 
BEAUTY  SUPPLIES/SALON: 

SKIN  CARE  by  SHLOMIT,  5748  GEARY  387-1477 
THE  BEAUTY  NETWORk  5748  GEARY  387-1477 
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BILLIARDS: 

FAMILY  BILLIARDS,  2807  GEARY  387-3830 
CARPETS/RUGS: 

ALADDIN  RUGS,  2001  CLEMENT  ST.  933-6190 

DATA  PROCESSING: 

SUPERIOR  BUSINESS  SRVCS.,  3516  GEARY  752-7618 

DELI/BAKERY: 

GASTRONOME  DELI /BAKERY,  5801  GEARY  387-4211 

ELECTRONICS 

RADIO  SHACK,  5644  GEARY  387-2373 

FINANCIAL  SERVICES 

TRITON  FOUNDING  GROUP,  221  MAIN  651-1119^4 

FLORISTS 

HOUSE  OF  FLOWERS,  6040  GEARY  752-2480 

FOOD 

ANNA'S  FINE  SAUCES  665-6119 
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS: 

McAVOY  &  O'HARA,  4545  GEARY  668-0077 
ashley  &  McMullen,  4200  geary  751-8403 

GRAPHICS/DESIGN/SIGNS/AD  DESIGN: 

FAST  STATS  &  GRAPHICS,  3216  GEARY  751-3666 

HOTEL: 

SEAL  ROCK  INN,  545  PT.  LOBOS  752-8000 

INSURANCE: 

BIS  INSURANCE,  6254  GEARY  668-1121 
STATE  FARM  (ERNIE  LOUIE),  2209  CLEMENT  752-6119 
STATE  FARM  (PHIL  BERTETTA),  3524  GEARY  752-3442 
STATE  FARM  (MICHAEL  WOO),  5108  GEARY  386-6777 
STATE  FARM  (RICH  MACHADO),  1489  WEBSTER  292-3380 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT: 

Why  fight  the  crowds  and 
traffic  when  you  can 
support  your  neighborhood 
merchants? 

Please  shop  on  Geary  Blvd. 
during  this  holiday  season! 


David  Heller  -  President 


Don’t  let  MUNI 
ruin  our  street. 

Please  Post 


$  Support 
Your  Local 
Merchants! 


greater 


Geary 

boulevard  * 

merchants 

&  property  owners 

association 
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JEWELERS: 

K  &  G  JEWELERS,  5520  GEARY  751-2712 
TIGGES  JEWELRY,  5848  GEARY  221-0804 

MEDICAL  SERVICES 

CALIFORNIA  PACIFIC  M.C.,  4141  GEARY,  833?®f2 
KAISER  PERMANENTE,  4141  GEARY  833-2492 

MOVIE  THEATER 

4  STAR  THEATER,  2200  CLEMENT  666-3706 

NEWSPAPERS: 

RICHMOND  REVIEW,  3932  GEARY  831-0463 
SUNSET  BEACON,  3932  GEARY  831-046 

OPTOMETRISTS: 

RICHMOND  VISION  CARE,  5515  GEARY  387-3553 

PAINT/WALLPAPER: 

CREATIVE  PAINT,  5435  GEARY  666-3380 

POLICE  SERVICES 

RICHMOND  STATION,  461  SIXTH  AVE.,  666-8000 

PRINTING: 

PRO  IMAGE  PRINTING,  3216  GEARY  751-5050 
PRINTING  USA,  3421  GEARY  751-5050 
PRODUCE:  ^ 

RICHMOND  PRODUCE  MARKET,  5527  GEARWW-2512 
REALTORS: 

COURNALE  &  CO.,  4630  GEARY  752-3600 
GAETANI  REALTY,  4444  GEARY  668-1202 
GORDON  CLIFFORD  REALTY,  1572  UNION  474-0700 
EPP  PROPERTIES,  4745  GEARY  668-5565 
CENTURY  21,  5812  GEARY  863-7502 
RIMMA  REALTY  TEAM,  6928  GEARY  876-7653 
TRIBECCA  PROPERTIES,  601  VAN  NESS  752-6956 
RECREATION/FITNESS: 

YMCA  -  RICHMOND,  360  18TH  AVE.  666-9622 
REFUSE  COLLECTION: 

SUNSET  SCAVENGER,  TUNNEL /BEATTY  330-1300 
RESTAURANTS/CAFES: 

AZIZA  RESTAURANT,  5800  GEARY  752-2222 
THE  BEACH  CHALET,  1000  GREAT  HWY.  386-8439 
GASPARE'S  PIZZA,  5546  GEARY  387-5025 
JACK  IN  THE  BOX,  4649  GEARY  752-4916 
KITARO  JAPANESE  REST.,  5850  GEARY  386-2777 
NIZARIO'S  PIZZA,  3840  GEARY  752-7777 
PIG  &  WHISTLE,  2801  GEARY  885-4779 
TIA  MARGARITA,  CLEMENT  ST./19TH  AVE.  752-9274 
TOMMY'S  MEXICAN,  5929  GEARY,  387-4747 
VIDEO  CAFE,  GEARY  BLVD./21ST  AVE.  387-3999 
SENIOR  SERVICES: 

INSTITUTE  ON  AGING,  3330  GEARY,  750-4180 
SERVICE  STATIONS: 

RICHMOND  CHEVRON,  3675  GEARY  387-9961 
SHELL  CAR  WASH,  3035  GEARY  752-4171 

SPORT  SUPPLIES: 

SULLIVAN'S  SPORT  SHOP,  5323  GEARY  751-35 

TOWING  SERVICE: 

INTERSTATE  TOWING,  6029  GEARY  221-1117 

UTILITIES: 

ATT  1-800-310-2355  *1* 

PG&E  1-800-743-5000  * 


P.O.  Box  210747  •  San  Francisco,  CA  941 21 -0747  •  (415)  387-1477 
•  Fax  (415)  387-2291  •  david@gearyblvd.org 


^  Shop  * 

Geary  Boulevard 

ww.gearyblvd.org 
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Police  Blotter 


Robbery,  Aggravated 
Assault  on  Police  Officer, 
Resisting,  Delaying  or 
Obstructing  Peace  Officer 
Duties:  Nov.  13,  11:38  p.m., 
7300  Block  of  Geary  Boulevard 

A  woman  was  walking  on 
Geary  Boulevard  when  a  man 
stopped  in  front  of  her.  When  the 
woman  tried  to  pass  and  the  sus¬ 
pect  stepped  in  her  way  again, 
the  woman  asked  what  the  man 
wanted.  Without  replying,  the 
man  hit  her  in  the  stomach. 

When  the  woman  started  run¬ 
ning  and  screaming  for  help,  the 
suspect  followed. 

The  suspect  approached  the 
woman  at  the  corner  of  Geary 
Boulevard  and  38th  Avenue, 
pulled  her  to  the  ground  and 
started  beating  her. 

Four  residents  in  a  nearby 
apartment  witnessed  the  assault. 
When  they  ran  down  to  help  the 
woman,  the  suspect  grabbed  the 
woman’s  cell  phone  and  started 
running.  Two  of  the  men  gave 
chase. 

When  police  officers  arrived 
at  the  scene,  they  also  started 
chasing  the  suspect,  who  was 
cornered  by  police  on  38th 
Avenue  near  Cabrillo  Street.  The 
suspect  responded  by  picking  up 
a  piece  of  glass,  which  one  police 


officer  hit  with  his  baton.  The 
suspect  managed  to  escape  tem¬ 
porarily,  before  being  detained 
by  police. 

The  victim  and  two  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  positively  identified  the 
22-year-old  suspect,  who  was 
taken  to  the  Richmond  Police 
Station  and  booked. 

Possession  of  Prohibited 
Weapon,  Driving  with 
Suspended  License:  Nov.  8, 
7:30  a.m.,  1300  Block  of 
LaPlaya 

A  police  officer  was  driving 
on  LaPlaya  when  he  noticed  a 
man  sitting  inside  a  vehicle  on 
the  same  street.  The  officer 
thought  the  suspect  looked  ner¬ 
vous  and  noticed  the  car  was 
lacking  a  front  license  plate.  The 
suspect  then  started  the  car  and 
drove  off  at  a  rapid  rate  of  speed. 

The  officer  approached  the  ve¬ 
hicle  at  the  intersection  of 
LaPlaya  and  Lincoln  Way  and 
signaled  to  the  driver  to  stop, 
which  he  did  in  the  1 300  block  of 
LaPlaya. 

When  asked  for  his  driver’s  li¬ 
cense  and  proof  of  insurance,  the 


suspect  said  he  had  neither. 

A  record’s  check  revealed  the 
suspect’s  driver’s  license  had 
been  revoked  in  February.  When 
the  officer  searched  the  car,  he 
found  a  prohibited  weapon  next 
to  the  driver’s  seat. 

The  35-year-old  suspect  was 
brought  to  the  Richmond  Police 
Station  where  he  was  booked. 

Theft,  Shoplifting:  Nov.  3, 
8.16  p.m.,  3100  Block  of 
Clement  Street 

Two  plain  clothes  police  offi¬ 
cers  were  in  a  grocery  store  on 
Clement  Street  when  one  of  the 
officers  recognized  a  man  from 
previous  encounters  with  the  po¬ 
lice.  The  officer  also  knew  the 
man  was  on  felony  probation. 

The  officer  witnessed  the  sus¬ 
pect  picking  up  a  package  of 
meat  and  hiding  it  under  his  jack¬ 
et.  He  then  exited  he  store  with¬ 
out  paying. 

When  the  suspect  walked  over 
to  his  bicycle,  the  officers  ap¬ 
proached  him.  They  identified 
themselves  as  police  officers  and 
detained  the  suspect.  “I  just 


wanted  to  feed  my  dog,”  the  sus¬ 
pect  said. 

The  suspect  was  taken  to  the 
Richmond  Police  Station  and 
booked. 

Warrant  Arrest:  Nov.  17, 
2:16  p.m..  Intersection  of  Sixth 
Avenue  and  Clement  Street 

Two  plain  clothes  police  offi¬ 
cers  were  at  the  intersection  of 
Sixth  Avenue  and  Clement  Street 
when  they  noticed  a  woman  they 
knew  was  on  felony  probation 
with  a  search  condition  for  theft. 
The  woman  was  walking  with  a 
man. 

The  man  and  the  woman,  both 
carrying  large  duffel  bags,  en¬ 
tered  a  clothing  store  on  Clement 
Street.  When  they  came  out  of 
the  store,  the  officers  approached 
them. 

The  man,  who  said  he  was  on 
felony  probation,  was  revealed  to 
have  an  outstanding  arrest  war¬ 
rant  in  San  Mateo  County.  The 
woman  was  released  at  the  scene. 

During  a  search  of  the  man’s 
vehicle,  an  officer  discovered 
that  the  expired  registration  date 


of  the  car  had  been  concealed.  A 
booking  search  also  revealed 
marijuana  in  the  man’s  pant’s 
pocket.  The  man  was  booked  for 
the  arrest  warrant. 

Recovered  Stolen  Vehicle: 
Nov.  14,  5:23  a.m.,  Intersection 
of  Fulton  Street  and  Funston 
Avenue 

A  police  officer  was  driving 
on  Fulton  Street  when  he  noticed 
a  gray  Honda  Accord  traveling  in 
the  opposite  direction  passing 
through  a  red  light.  The  officer 
made  a  U-turn  and  started  fol¬ 
lowing  the  car.  A  record  check 
revealed  the  car’s  license  plate 
belonged  to  a  1995  Subaru. 

The  officer  called  for  backup 
and  another  officer  arrived  at  the 
scene.  The  officer  then  asked  the 
driver  to  get  out  of  the  car,  which 
he  did. 

The  Honda  was  revealed  to  be 
a  stolen  vehicle  with  an  incorrect 
license  plate.  The  suspect  was 
booked. 

Warrant  Arrest,  Cocaine, 
Base/Rock  Offense,  Possession 
of  Narcotics  Paraphernalia: 
Nov.  10,  5:42  p.m.,  intersection 
of  Sacramento  and  Broderick 
Streets 

A  police  officer  was  sitting  in 
a  police  car  on  Sacramento  Street 
when  he  noticed  a  man  he  recog¬ 
nized  from  previous  contact  with 
police.  The  officer  stopped  the 
suspect  and  asked  for  his  name, 
which  he  gave  voluntarily. 

Through  a  computer  check, 
the  officer  discovered  the  suspect 
had  an  outstanding  no-bail  felony 
warrant. 

While  searching  the  suspect, 
the  officer  found  a  pipe  and  an 
off-white  color  rock,  suspected  to 
be  crack  cocaine. 

The  49-year-old  suspect  was 
taken  to  the  Richmond  Police 
Station  and  booked. 


BLOW  UP 
YOUR  PHOTOS 

POSTERS  •  CANVAS  TRANSFER  •  SIGNS 
LAMINATION  •  MOUNTING  &  FRAMING 


% 


20%  OFF  | 
COUPON  ! 

Exp  01-15-06.  Free  Estimates!  J 
l  3216  Geary  Blvd.  751-3666  j 


"FIESTA!” 

Come  and  celebrate  with  us  at  a  mass  and 
fiesta  honoring  Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe, 
Patroness  of  the  Americas,  to  be  held  Saturday, 
Dec.  10th,  at  6  p.m.  at  St.  Thomas  Apostle 
Church,  3835  Balboa  Street. 

Los  Cachorros,  a  great  Mariachi  youth  group 
will  join  us  for  the  mass  and  fiesta. 

Fine  foods  will  be  served. 


A  MESSAGE  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO  FIRE  FIGHTERS  LOCAL  798: 

THANK  YOU  SAN  FRANCISCO! 


Thank  you  for  voting  to  save  our 
neighborhood  firehouses  by  supporting 
Proposition  F,  the  Neighborhood 
Firehouse  Protection  Act. 

Thanks  to  you,  San  Francisco 
will  be  a  safer  city  —  better 
protected  against  fires,  medical 
emergencies,  and  major 
disasters.  When  the  alarm  rings, 
our  neighborhood  firehouses  will 
be  open  and  fully  operational, 
and  our  local  firefighters  will  be 
better  equipped  to  protect  every 
San  Francisco  neighborhood. 

San  Franciscans  know  what’s 
best  for  San  Francisco. 

Thank  you  for  keeping 
Neighborhood  safety  one 
of  our  highest  priorities. 


Paid  for  by  Yes  on  F:  San  Franciscans  To  Protect  Neighborhood  Firehouses, 
Sponsored  by  and  Major  Funding  by  International  Association  of  Fire  Fighters 
Local  798  San  Francisco.  FPPC  ID#  1277335. 


Our  special  thanks  go  to  these  courageous  individuals  and 
organizations  who  stood  with  us  by  standing  up  for  public  safety: 


A.  Philip  Randolph  Institute 
(S.F.  Chapter) 

Citizens  for  a  Better  San 
Francisco 

Coalition  for  San  Francisco 
Neighborhoods 
Democratic  Women’s  Forum 
of  San  Francisco 

Districts  Democratic  Club 
District  11  Democratic  Club 
Irish  American  Democratic  Club 
Mexican  American  Political 
Association 

Outer  Mission  Residence 
Association 
Republicans  United 
Retired  Firemen  &  Widows 
Association  ofthe  S.F.  Fire 
Department 

Sailors’  Union  ofthe  Pacific 
San  Francisco  Chamber  of 
Commerce 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 
San  Francisco  Deputy  Sheriffs' 
Association 

San  Francisco  Police  Officers 
Association 

San  Francisco  Republican  Party 
San  Francisco  Young  Democrats 
SFSU  College  Democrats  (San 
Francisco  State  University) 
Westside  Chinese 
Democratic  Club 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi, 
House  Democratic  Leader 
State  Senator  Carole  Migden 
Assemblyman  MarkLeno 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
Board  ofSupervisors  President 
Aaron  Peskin 
Supervisor  Fiona  Ma 
Supervisor  Jack  McGoldrick 
Democratic  County  Central 
Commrtee  (DCCC)  Members: 
Leslie  Katz,  Chair 
Bill  Barnes 
Sue  Bierman 
Gerry  Crowley 
Dan  Dunnigan 
Michael  Goldstein 
Susan  Hall 
Tom  Hsieh 
MaryJung 
Meagan  Levitan 
Jose  Medina 
Connie  O’Connor 
MattTuchow 

Repubucan  County  Central 
Committee  (RCCC)  Members: 
Mike  DeNunzio,  Chair 
Howard  Epstein 
Paul  Conroy,  President, 

S.F  Fire  Commission 
Stephen  Nakajo,  Vice  President, 
S.F  Fire  Commission 
Clementine  Clarke, 

S.F  Fire  Commissioner 
George  Lau, 

S.F.  Fire  Commissioner 
Victor  Makras, 

S.F  Fire  Commissioner 
Michael  Hardeman,  Vice 
President,  S.F  Port  Commission 


Andrew  Casper, 
former  S.F  Fire  Chief 
Joseph  Medina, 
former  S.F  Fire  Chief 
Laurence  Griffin, 
former  S.F  Fire  Commissioner 
Michael  &  Linda  Antonini 
James  A.  Bryant,  President,  A. 
Philip  Randolph  Institute 
(S.F  Chapter) 

Ron  Dudum 
Dominic  D’Orazi 
Frederick  Hobson 
Susan  Horsfall 
Kristoffer  Hansson 
August  Longo,  Director 
California  Democratic  Party, 
District  4 

Gunnar  Lundeberg,  President, 
Sailors  Union  ofthe  Pacific 
Larry  Mazzola,  President, 

S.F.  Building  &  Construction 
Trades  Council 
Patrick  &  Buffy  Maguire 
John  Moylan 

Anthony  Sacco,  Retired  Firemen  & 
Widows  Association  ofthe  S.F 
Fire  Department 

John  Shanley 

MichaelTheriault,  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  S.F  Building  & 
Construction  Trades  Council 
Jim  Wachob,  President,  Irish 
American  Democratic  Club  S.F 
David  Wong,  President, 

S.F  Deputy  Sheriffs’  Organization 

[partial  list] 
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Happy  anniversary 


Photo:  Joel  Austin  Courtesy  photos 

San  Francisco  Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick  presents  a  certificate  of  appreciation 
(left)  to  Diane  Panagotaos,  the  principal  at  Roosevelt  Elementary  School, 
during  the  school's  75th  anniversary  celebration  held  throughout  the  day  on 
Nov.  9.  Panagotaos  is  dressed  in  a  1930s  outfit.  Opening  day  at  Roosevelt 
Middle  School  in  1930  would  have  had  then-modern  cars  like  the  ones  pic¬ 
tured  above  (right)  lining  the  street  in  front  of  the  school. 


Police  Beat 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong 

Have  a  safe  holiday  season 


On  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  Richmond  Station,  I  would 
like  to  wish  all  of  you  a  happy, 
safe  and  joyous  holiday  season. 

As  the  holidays  approach  and 
the  shopping  season  begins, 
please  remember  to  keep  in  mind 
the  following  helpful  safe  shop¬ 
ping  tips: 

•  Bring  only  the  cash  and 
credit  cards  you  will  need  while 
shopping.  Place  your  cash  and 
credit  cards  in  a  pocket,  not  in 
your  purse  or  handbag; 

•  After  dark,  shop  with  a 
friend  if  possible; 

•  Always  try  to  park  your  car 
in  a  well-lit  area; 

•  Keep  the  doors  and  windows 
of  your  car  locked  while  driving 
or  when  it  is  parked; 

•  Avoid  overloading  yourself 
with  packages; 


Two  local  organizations  re¬ 
cently  contributed  to  improve  the 
lives  of  those  living  in  the  after- 
math  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Soaringwords,  a  non-profit  or¬ 
ganization  whose  mission  is  to 
help  ill  children  and  their  fami¬ 
lies  heal,  recently  shared  a 
Soaringwords  community  service 
project  to  help  hospitalized  chil¬ 
dren  and  families  displaced  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  with  children 
at  the  Excelsior  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  and  employees  of  the  U.S. 
Trust  and  Charles  Schwab. 

Members  of  the  organizations 
came  together  to  decorate  hun¬ 
dreds  of  quilts  and  pillows, 
which  were  donated  to  hospital¬ 
ized  children  at  the  UCSF 
Children’s  Hospital. 

Congregation  Emanu-El  also 
helped  by  hosting  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  that  raised  about  $18,000  for 
the  victims  of  Katrina.  The  event, 
which  drew  more  than  800 
guests,  was  opened  by  San 
Francisco  Symphony  Conductor 
Michael  Tilson  Thomas,  who 
performed  solo  on  the  piano. 

Cantor  Roslyn  Barak  emceed 
the  evening,  and  was  joined  by 
additional  guest  artists,  including 
musical  group  “Davka,”  cabaret 
artists,  members  of  the  SF 
Symphony  and  the  Adler  Fellows 
of  the  San  Francisco  Opera 
Center,  among  others.  Donations 
were  sent  to  the  American  Red 


•  It  is  important  to  have  a 
clear  visibility  and  freedom  of 
motion  to  help  discourage  purse 
snatchers; 

•  Keep  packages  locked  in  the 
car’s  trunk.  Avoid  leaving  valu¬ 
ables  in  the  car  in  plain  view; 

•  Be  alert!  Your  purse  or  wal¬ 
let  may  be  a  target  of  crime  in 
crowded  shopping  areas,  bus 
stops  and  on  buses; 

•  Have  your  keys  in  hand 
when  approaching  your  car  or 
home; 

•  Be  aware  of  your  surround¬ 
ings  and  anyone  approaching 
your  vehicle; 

•  Blow  your  car  horn  if  some¬ 
one  approaches; 

•  If  someone  demands  your 
purse  or  wallet,  surrender  it  im¬ 
mediately  -  it’s  not  worth  injury. 
If  your  purse  or  wallet  is  stolen. 


Cross,  America’s  Second  Harvest 
and  the  Union  for  Reform 
Judaism  Hurricane  Relief  Fund. 


call  911  if  it’s  a  crime  that  just 
occurred,  or  call  553-0123  or 
contact  the  closest  police  station 
to  file  a  report; 

•  Keep  a  record  of  your  credit 
card  numbers  so  you  can  report 
any  loss  by  number.  Report  any 
theft  or  loss  immediately  to  both 
the  issuing  company  and  the  po¬ 
lice. 

The  holiday  season  also  de¬ 
mands  that  everyone  makes  an 
effort  to  drive  responsibly.  First 
of  all,  please  remember  that  there 
will  be  increased  pedestrian  and 
vehicle  traffic  on  the  roads  as 
people  shop  and  travel  to  holiday 
events. 

You  can  make  the  roads  a 
safer  place  by  slowing  down 
(obeying  the  speed  limit),  obey¬ 
ing  traffic  signals  and  allowing 
sufficient  time  to  travel  to  your 
desired  destination. 

Finally,  do  not  drink  and 
drive!  If  you  attend  a  holiday 
party,  choose  a  designated  driver 
or,  if  that's,  not  possible,  take  a 
taxi  or  use  public  transportation. 
Please  don't  take  any  unneces¬ 
sary  chances  by  thinking  you  can 
drive  safely  if  you've  had  more 
than  one  drink  with  a  meal. 

The  Police/Community  Forum 
holiday  party  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  Dec.  20,  at  6  p.m.,  in 
the  community  room  at  the 
Richmond  Station,  461  Sixth 
Ave.  Bring  a  dish  to  share  and 
enjoy  the  holiday  celebration 
with  us. 

Capt.  Sandra  Tong  is  the 
commanding  officer  at  the 
Richmond  Police  Station. 


SF’s  Best  Ocean  View  Dining! 


Open  Dally  Breakfast,  Lunch  &  Dinner 
Awesome  Ocean  Views,  Hand  Crafted  Brews 
Modem  American  Cuisine  with  Seaside  Accents 
California  Wine  List,  Full  Bar,  Abundant  Free  Parking 

415-386-8439  1000  Great  Highway 


WWW. BEACHCHALET.COM 


Local  groups  work  to 
help  Katrina  victims 


■Best  smowiCH€S  in  me  Richmond." 


Fresh  Roasted  Turkey  Breast  Sandwiches. 
Sourdough  Rolls  Baked  Fresh  Daily. 


SRIRDS  ■  DESSERTS  ■  UJINE  "  BEER  ■  SOFT  DRINKS 


j$1  OFF' 

a  I  2not  to  be  combined  with  any  other  offer,  1  col 


DAILY 

SANDWICH 

SPECIALS 


I 

I 

I 


^  m  Elicit  to  uu  uumuineu  with  any  other  offer,  1  coupon  per  person.  Expires  12/31/05  j 


734  La  Playa  ■  221  -2031 


OPEN  7  DAYS  ■  Monday  -  Saturday  8:30  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
■  Sunday  1 0  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 


Providing  Insurance  and  Financial  Services 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHB 
STATE  FARM  IS  THERE. 

WE  LIVE  WHERE  YOU  LIV 


For  your  Auto,  Home,  Life  and  Health  insurance  needs,  see  one  of 
these  State  Farm  Agents: 

Ernie  Louie 
2209  Clement  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
415-752-6119 

CA  lie.  #0700879 


LIKE  A  GOOD  NEIGHBOR 


STATt  VA«M 


STATE  FARM  IS  THERE 


Dedicated 

I  am  a  prominent 
real  estate  figure  in  the  community. 
I  have  a  lot  of  dedication  and  experience 
helping  people  with  their  real  estate  needs. 
This  kind  of  experience  and  dedication 
sets  the  standards  for  excellence  in  the  industry  . 

Call  me  if  you  are  buying  or  selling. 

Chances  are,  1  can  help. 

Ji 


RITCHIE 

HALLANAN 

R  L  At  IM  \  T  I 


An  Equal  Housing  Opportunity  Broker 
f  Your  House  t*  Currentty  Listed  This  is 
Not  Intended  As  a  Solicitation 
C 199S-2000  PmspectsPLUSb 


Bruce  McKleroy 
Ritchie  Hallanan  Real 
Estate  Ltd. 

415-353-5781  Direct 
415-353-5777  Fax 
mckleroy@l  800filbert.com 
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City  Hall 


Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

The  year  in  review,  Geary  BRT 


The  end  of  the  year  is  a  time  for 
reflection  and  review,  and  2005  has 
been  a  very  busy  year. 

With  the  ongoing  commitment 
of  our  volunteers  and  staff,  my  of¬ 
fice  has  consistently  focused  on 
constituent  issues.  My  office  part¬ 
nered  with  Assemblyman  Leland 
Yee  and  Kaiser  Permanente  to 
bring  the  District  its  second  health 
fair.  We  will  continue  to  address 
the  community’s  need  to  access 
health  care  services. 

At  the  same  time,  2005  has 
been  a  year  of  seeking  and  work¬ 
ing  towards  long  term  solutions. 
More  specifically,  we  are  actively 
working  on  the  City’s  public  trans¬ 
portation  crisis,  in  addressing  bud¬ 
get  shortfalls,  and  in  advocating 
for  responsible  land  use  and 

gprit  of  Christy 

DICKENS 

HsaSSkk 


WEEKENDS  11  AM  TO  7  PM 


mss  MMB, 

EXHIBITION  -HALLS 
Order  Discount  Tickets  Online: 

WWW.DICKENSFAIR.COM 

(800)  510-1558 
ENTER  THE  WORLD  OF  DICKENS’LONDONl 
HOPPING,  DANCING,  FEASTING  &  LABORING. 

A  DICKENS  OFAGOODTIMEI 


healthy  economic  development. 

Earlier  in  the  year,  I  asked  our 
Budget  Analyst  to  conduct  a  line- 
item  review  of  the  Metropolitan 
Transportation  Authority  (MTA) 
and  Muni  budgets.  This  resulted  in 
a  finding  of  $9.2  million  to  support 
Muni.  Muni  should  be  an  attractive 
option  for  people  who  want  to  go 
shopping,  run  errands  and  not  just 
for  commuting  to  and  from  work. 
Rather  than  balancing  the  budget 
shortfall  by  raising  fares,  I  contin¬ 
ue  to  work  on  congestion  manage¬ 
ment  policy  and  programs. 

I  created  and  passed  legislation 
that  implements  hundreds  of  new 
parking  meters  and  raises  rates  for 
over  a  thousand  parking  meters  in 
the  downtown  core  area.  Pricing 
parking  at  an  appropriate  level  is 
crucial  when  attempting  to  manage 
congestion.  The  hope  is  that  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  induced  to  take  alter¬ 
nate  modes  of  transportation  other 
than  cars.  The  money  generated 
from  the  new  parking  meters  and 
the  new  rates  will  bring  an  addi¬ 
tional  estimated  $2  million  per 
year  that  goes  directly  to  Muni. 

When  Muni  raised  single  ride 
fares  by  twenty-five  cents,  I  fought 
successfully  to  maintain  the  Fast 
Pass  rates  including  the  $10  per 


month  rate  for  seniors,  disabled 
and  youth.  I  also  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  expand  the  MTA/Muni’s 
“Class  Pass”  program  to  local  col¬ 
leges  and  universities.  It  is  my 
hope  that  these  discounted  fares 
will  stimulate  these  schools  to  fol¬ 
low  the  example  that  USF  has  al¬ 
ready  implemented.  Captured  rev¬ 
enue  through  the  Fast  Pass  and 
Class  Pass  programs  allow  for  a 
predictable  revenue  stream  that  can 
help  Muni  budget  accordingly. 

Responsible  land  use  happens 
when  the  public  is  engaged  in  de¬ 
termining  the  needs  and  the  im¬ 
pacts  of  new  development  in  their 
respective  areas.  To  this  extent,  I 
have  passed  legislation  that  ex¬ 
pands  project  notification  require¬ 
ments  to  neighborhood  stakehold¬ 
ers  in  the  event  of  neighborhood 
demolitions,  alterations  and  new 
construction.  I  also  held  a  citywide 
public  meeting  and  passed  out  of 
committee  my  “Better 
Neighborhoods  Plus”  legislation 
which  seeks  to  make  City  Planning 
more  predictable  by  codifying  a 
planning  process  that  allows  the 
public  to  weigh  in  and  determine 
outcomes  including  public  im¬ 
provements  and  funding.  This  pro¬ 
cess  will  speed  up  project  ap¬ 
provals,  thus  reducing  the  cost  of 
development. 

I  also  passed  legislation,  “Clean 
Energy  Tax  Exclusion”  that  will 
bring  clean  energy  manufacturers 
as  well  as  research  and  develop¬ 
ment  companies  to  the  City.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  industry  will  pro¬ 
mote  healthy  economic  develop¬ 
ment  through  increased  blue  collar 
and  white-collar  jobs  that  are  non¬ 
polluting  and  safe. 
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Quality,  fresh  food  with  a  friendly  touch! 

’Offering  Take  Out  Meals,  M-~Th  until  7  p.m. 
’Call  us  for  all  of  your  catering  needs! 

6000  California  St.  @  22nd  Ave.,  Tel. 221  -7801 


Beauty  Network  •  5748  Geary  Blvd. 

5748  Geary  Blvd.  •  www.shlomitskincare.com 
FREE  SHIPPING  for  online  orders  $50  and  over! 
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THE  SKIN  CARE  MAKEUP™ 


Jane  Iredale  micronized  mineral  makeup 
achieves  beautiful  looks  while  simultane¬ 
ously  caring  for  the  skin.  What  other  make¬ 
up  receives  acclaim  from  beauty  experts, 
top  dermatologists  and  plastic  surgeons" 
Thanks  to  natural  minerals,  all  our  makeup  ' 
is  oil-free  has  no  sensitizers.  oflers 
supreme  coverage  and  gives  UVA,  UVB  pro¬ 
tection  of  SPF  20  It  s  all  you  need  for  a  sKm 
that  looks  healthy,  flawless  and  radiant  all 
day.  Now  you  and  your  skin  can  breathe 
easier 


Our  products  aren  t  just  kind  to  youi  skin 
they  simply  love  it. 


Beauty  Network  and  Shlomit  Skin  Care  are  San  Francisco’s 
premier  retailer  for  Jane  Iredale,  the  Skin  Care  Make  Up. 


With  Jane  Iredale  you  can  do  both. 


You  can  make  yourself  look  beautiful 
or  you  can  look  after  your  skin. 


These  are  just  some  legislative 
highlights  for  2005.  We  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  on  these  issues  dur¬ 
ing  the  rest  of  my  term. 

Geary  BRT 

Every  day,  more  than  50,000 
people  take  transit  along  the  Geary 
corridor.  Only  about  one  third  of 
these  trips  are  work  trips.  Most 
people  use  transit  to  go  shopping, 
get  to  and  from  school  or  to  go 
downtown.  Transit  is  an  integral 
part  of  their  lives,  but  service  on 
this  corridor  suffers  from  the  same" 
problems  as  other  Muni  routes:  un¬ 
reliable  schedules,  bunched  buses, 
overcrowding  and  slow  service.  In 
fact  the  average  speed  on  the  Muni 
#38  Geary  is  a  frustrating  8  miles 
per  hour.  Communities  along  this 
corridor  deserve  better,  but  the 
City  cannot  afford  a  BART-style 
subway,  which  would  cost  billions 
and  take  decades  to  build.  We  can 
fix  these  problems  more  quickly 
and  affordably  with  Bus  Rapid 
Transit  (BRT). 

The  BRT  is  about  operating 
buses  faster  and  more  reliably,  like 
rail,  using  dedicated  lanes  and  traf¬ 


fic  signal  priority.  It  can  be  built  at 
a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  rail.  We 
can  afford  BRT.  In  fact,  we  can 
build  it  on  Geary  in  just  a  few 
years  for  $150  to  $200  million. 
BRT  on  Geary  would  have  the 
look  and  feel  of  a  Muni  metro  rail 
line,  and  connect  to  other  rapid 
transit  corridors  like  Van  Ness 
Avenue  and  Market  Street  transit. 

Naturally,  both  residents  and 
businesses  are  concerned  about 
construction  impacts  and  parking 
loss.  The  Transportation  Authority, 
which  I  chair,  is  working  on  a 
study  to  design  a  BRT  that  delivers 
the  improvements  and  minimizes 
these  impacts.  We  also  set  up  a  20- 
member  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  for  the  study,  with  nine 
members  from  the  Richmond 
District,  to  ensure  plenty  of  public 
input,  but  you  should  also  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  public  workshops  com¬ 
ing  up  in  early  December.  The  one 
in  the  Richmond  is  on  Dec.  10.  See 
the  Web  site  at  www.sfcta.org  for 
more  information. 

Jake  McGoldrick  is  a  San 
Francisco  supervisor  representing 
District  1. 


Transportation 


Jose  Luis  Moscovich 


Geary  BRT  plan  moves  forward 


At  a  Dec.  10  Richmond  District 
workshop,  the  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority  (TA), 
working  with  city  departments, 
will  present  several  alternative  de¬ 
signs  for  a  Bus  Rapid  Transit 
(BRT)  line  on  Geary  Boulevard. 
Let’s  consider  some  facts  about 
this  voter-approved  project  and 
about  the  Geary  BRT  study. 

BRT  is  a  quick  and  relatively 
inexpensive  way  to  speed  up  buses 
and  make  service  more  reliable  and 
comfortable.  Buses  will  use  dedi¬ 
cated  lanes,  get  priority  at  traffic 
lights  and  stop  at  well-lighted  mini 
stations  equipped  with  electronic 
information  displays  announcing 
bus  arrival  times. 

Mobility  on  Geary  has  deterio¬ 
rated.  Bus  service  has  become 
slower,  more  unreliable  and 
crowded.  As  a  result,  there’s  more 
driving  and  more  congestion.  BRT 
systems,  which  have  been  operat¬ 
ing  around  the  world  for  decades, 
can  address  these  problems.  One 
option  for  Geary  is  for  a  center 
lane  BRT,  similar  to  the  boarding 
islands  used  on  the  N-Judah.  Other 


options  are  possible. 

With  BRT,  seniors  will  finally 
be  able  to  board  buses  that  pull 
right  up  to  the  curb  at  boarding  is¬ 
lands.  Pedestrian  safety,  efficiency 
and  the  landscaping  of  the  street 
will  improve  dramatically. 

At  a  cost  of  $150  to  $200  mil¬ 
lion,  15  times  less  than  a  subway, 
we  can  definitely  afford  BRT.  The 
Prop.  K  transportation  sales  tax 
plan,  approved  overwhelmingly  by 
San  Francisco  voters  in  2003,  calls 
for  a  citywide  BRT  network,  in¬ 
cluding  lines  on  Geary  Boulevard 
and  Van  Ness  and  Potrero  avenues. 
It  also  provides  at  least  $50  million 
for  Geary  (for  a  light  rail  pro- 
ject),which  could  be  matched  by 
larger  amounts  of  federal  funds  be¬ 
cause  the  Geary  BRT  will  be  a 
prime  candidate  for  funding  be¬ 
cause  of  its  expected  high  ridership 
and  cost  effectiveness. 

BRT  will  minimize  construction 
impacts.  The  stations  rise  only  six 
inches  above  the  pavement,  like  a 
sidewalk.  Creating  dedicated  bus 

Continued  on  page  7 
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CHARITY ... 


begins  at  home!  For  60  years  we 
have  assisted  neighbors,  clients 
and  friends  with  their  homes. 


Holiday  greetings  from  your 
Richmond  District 
real  estate  specialist! 


REAL  ESTATE  •  SINCE  1945 
Sales  •  Management  •  Loans 
"Full  Service  At  Your  Service" 
4630  Geary  Blvd.  at  10th  Ave. 
752-3600 
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Secret  plan  hatched  for  Geary 


Geary  Workshop  Concerning 
Geary  BRT/Light  Rail 

Saturday,  Dec.  10 
Geary  Boulevard/22nd  Avenue 
10  a.m.  -  noon  and  6  p.m.  -  8  p.m. 


Continued  from  page  1 

Boulevard  as  a  priority  for  funding 
with  the  sales  tax  money.  (There  is 
also  a  one-line  item  on  page  5  of  a 
proposed  budget  allocating  $55 
million  to  install  a  light  rail  system 
on  Geary.)  Prop.  K  is  expected  to 
generate  about  $3  billion,  which 
will  be  leveraged  for  state  and  fed¬ 
eral  funds  -  the  total  funds  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  available  over  the  next  30 
years  is  in  the  $1 1  billion  range. 

District  1  Supervisor  Jake 
McGoldrick  said  he  fought  to  in¬ 
sert  the  language  into  the  proposi¬ 
tion  because  of  his  frustration  try¬ 
ing  to  keep  a  campaign  promise  to 
improve  service  on  the  Muni  #38 
bus  line. 

He  said  he  was  going  nowhere 
in  his  efforts  to  improve  the  #38 
Geary  with  Muni  at  the  helm  so  he 
sent  the  item  to  the  Transportation 
Authority  for  action.  When  the  TA 
moved  to  extend  the  city’s  sales 
tax  with  Prop.  K,  McGoldrick  took 
the  opportunity  to  include  the  pro¬ 
vision  for  a  Geary  Bus  Rapid 
Transit  (BRT)  or  light  rail  system 
in  the  proposition.  The  action, 
which  calls  for  the  new  system  to 
have  dedicated  transit  lanes  and  be 
rail  ready,  bypassed  normal  legisla¬ 
tive  processes. 

Prop.  K  had  no  paid  arguments 
against  the  measure.  With  the  sup¬ 
port  of  organized  labor,  which 
stood  to  benefit  with  lots  of  high- 
paying  jobs,  and  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  which  paid  for  mass 
mailings  and  many  of  the  paid  ar¬ 
guments  in  the  voter  handbook,  the 
measure  passed  with  75  percent  of 
the  vote. 

But,  if  you  ask  the  thousands  of 
Richmond  District  residents  that 
voted  for  the  measure  if  they  knew 
they  were  voting  for  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  a  plan  to  drastically  trans¬ 
form  the  character  of  Geary,  they 
would  say  “no.”  If  you  asked  them 
if  they  knew  about  the  Geary  tran¬ 
sit  plan,  they  would  also  say  “no” 
because  it  was  never  discussed  or 
mentioned.  To  this  day,  there  has 
never  been  a  discussion  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  plan  is  desir¬ 
able. 

Because  one  paragraph  was 
slipped  into  Prop.  K,  McGoldrick 
bypassed  the  public  process  and 
the  need  for  any  public  debate  or 
hearings.  He  also  accomplished  by 
fiat  what  probably  couldn’t  have 
been  done  by  legislative  process. 
Better  to  squelch  potential  opposi¬ 
tion  and  shut  down  honest  debate 
as  to  the  merits  of  the  proposal 
rather  than  have  it  debated  within 
the  community  and  at  the  meetings 
sponsored  by  neighborhood 


Continued  from  page  6 

lanes  is  more  like  resurfacing  a 
street  than  like  building  a  rail  line. 
Unlike  fight  rail,  BRT  can  be  built 
a  few  blocks  at  a  time,  maintaining 
traffic  flow  and  minimizing  disrup¬ 
tions  to  parking  and  commercial 
activity.  Construction  duration  is 
expressed  in  months,  not  years. 

Predictions  of  massive  parking 
loss  are  inaccurate.  Some  rearrang¬ 
ing  of  parking  spaces  will  occur 
under  any  alternative  -  whether  re¬ 
placement  spaces  are  provided 
right  on  the  conidor  or  by  re-strip- 
ing  side  streets.  Parking  changes 
depend  on  the  alternative  chosen. 
For  example,  having  all  buses  op¬ 
erate  in  the  center  may  actually  in¬ 
crease  parking  by  allowing  conver¬ 
sion  of  current  curbside  bus  stops 
into  parking  spaces.  We  will 
discuss  initial  indications  of  park¬ 
ing  impacts  for  each  alternative  at 
the  December  workshops,  as  part 
of  the  Alternatives  Definition 
stage.  More  detailed  estimates  will 
be  available  at  the  Evaluation 
stage,  in  spring  2006,  when  we’ll 
address  the  costs  and  benefits  of 


groups. 

Regarding  Prop.  K  and  the  sub¬ 
sequent  actions  taken  by  the  TA  to 
include  the  Geary  BRT/rail  project 
in  the  city’s  30-year  plan  and  make 
it  a  funding  priority,  there  have 
been  no  neighborhood  meetings, 
no  hearings  at  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  or  in  any  of  its  com¬ 
mittees,  no  press  releases  or  bul¬ 
letins,  and  no  news  coverage,  be¬ 
cause  its  been  flying  under  the 
radar  with  the  press,  including  the 
SF  Chronicle,  SF  Examiner  and,  1 
admit,  the  Richmond  Review. 

Part  of  the  reason  for  that  is 
because  there  has  been  little  to  no 
information  concerning  this  vital 
issue  coming  forth  from 
McGoldrick’s  office. 

In  his  monthly  columns  in  the 
Richmond  Review,  he  mentioned 
in  July  2002  that  $600,000  had 
been  allocated  to  investigate  in¬ 
creasing  capacity  on  the  Muni  #38 
Geary  bus  line  and  in  October 
2003,  a  month  before  the  Prop.  K 
election,  McGoldrick’s  column 
was  about  the  reopening  of  the 
Conservatory  of  Flowers,  but  there 
was  a  2-paragraph  mention  of  a 
citizens’  advisory  committee  being 
created  to  look  at  Geary  corridor 
transit  improvements.  That  was  it. 

Other  columns  running  up  to 
the  election  were  also  silent  con¬ 
cerning  the  plan  to  transform 
Geary,  including  November  2003, 
when  McGoldrick’s  column  said 
nothing  about  the  upcoming  ballot 
item  with  such  important  consider¬ 
ations  for  the  Richmond  District. 
One  would  have  thought  that 
McGoldrick  would  have  been  tout¬ 
ing  the  measure  he  birthed. 

Additionally,  there  is  no  men¬ 
tion  of  Geary  Boulevard  in  the  vot¬ 
ers  booklet  until  page  13  of  the 
Prop.  K  section.  The  text  concern¬ 
ing  Geary  is  buried,  deep  within 
the  text  of  the  proposition’s  code¬ 
changing  language,  with  no  men¬ 
tion  at  all  in  the  official  arguments 
or  paid  arguments,  including  those 
signed  by  McGoldrick. 

McGoldrick  said  any  lack  of  in¬ 
formation  about  the  plan  was  an 
oversight  and  not  an  intentional  ef¬ 
fort  to  deceive  the  public. 

McGoldrick’s  first  reference  to 
the  BRT  plan  was  in  February 
2005,  a  couple  of  months  after  be¬ 
ing  re-elected,  when  he  reports  that 
the  project  is  moving  forward  and 
urges  the  public  to  attend  commit¬ 
tee  meetings.  That  was  well  after 
the  plan  was  passed  by  voters  and 
moved  through  the  proper  channels 
to  get  the  project  made  a  top  city 
priority,  funding  was  institutional¬ 
ized,  and  the  full  resources  of  the 
TA  were  turned  loose  to  develop 
and  implement  a  plan.  It  was  just 


each  alternative  and  recommend 
one  for  implementation  at  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  study,  in  summer 
2006.  Near-term  improvements 
could  happen  by  2007  and  full 
BRT  within  five  years. 

Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  and  the 
TA  board  are  committed  to  ensur¬ 
ing  that  all  stakeholders  have  a 
voice  in  the  planning  process  and 
that  their  concerns  are  addressed. 

A  board-appointed  20-member 
CAC,  including  nine  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  Richmond,  provides 
guidance  on  the  study  and  serves 
as  a  bridge  to  the  community. 

Communities  along  the  corridor 
need  to  understand  how  each  alter¬ 
native  would  look  and  function  be¬ 
fore  they  can  express  their  prefer¬ 
ences.  Whatever  the  choice,  it  will 
be  an  informed  decision,  made  on 
the  basis  of  facts,  supported  by  a 
transparent  process  and  in  full  con¬ 
sultation  with  the  community.  Your 
input  will  help  us  design  a  success¬ 
ful  BRT  and  keep  Geary  Boulevard 
vibrant.  That  is  our  goal. 

Jose  Luis  Moscovich  is  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  SF  County 
Transportation  Authority. 


two  months  before  the  first  work¬ 
shops  sponsored  by  the  TA  com¬ 
menced. 

(McGoldrick  probably  didn’t  do 
anything  illegal,  but  one  could  ar¬ 
gue  that  his  actions  were  unethical 
and  well  outside  of  the  open  and 
transparent  behavior  critical  for 
our  democratic  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.) 

Because  there  has  been  little  in¬ 
formation  forthcoming  about  the 
plan  to  transform  Geary,  the  public 
in  the  Richmond  is  still  largely  un¬ 
informed. 

The  lack  of  information  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public  is  exacerbated  by 
the  TA’s  inadequate  outreach  cam¬ 
paign.  The  first  set  of  workshops 
conducted  by  the  TA  earlier  this 
year  had  little  notification  and  no 
mass-mailing  effort  was  undertak¬ 
en.  Now,  the  TA  is  back  for  a  sec¬ 
ond  set  of  workshops  with  more 
specific  proposals  and  the  public  is 
still  in  the  dark. 

In  his  column  on  page  6,  Jose 
Luis  Moscovich,  the  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  TA,  calls  Geary  BRT 
and/or  fight  rail  a  “voter  approved 
project.” 

But  I’d  bet  a  dollar  that  most 
people  in  the  District  still  don’t 
know  they  voted  for  Geary  BRT  or 
fight  rail,  much  less  that  they  voted 
to  implement  it. 

Government  Aparachiks 

Currently,  the  TA,  Muni  and 
mass  transit  advocates  are  working 
overtime  to  get  a  BRT  and/or  fight 
rail  system  in  place.  All  of  the  gov¬ 
ernmental  apparatus  are  working  to 
get  the  plan  funded  and  under  con¬ 
struction  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  problem  is,  the  TA  is  so 
colored  in  its  approach  to  imple¬ 
menting  its  plan,  the  agency  is 
being  biased  and  selective  with  in¬ 
formation  in  its  ongoing  study  of 
the  Geary  plan. 

Negative  implications  of  the 
Geary  plan  are  generally  dismissed 
or  nonexistent,  including  the  po¬ 
tential  loss  of  traffic  lanes,  which 
handle  the  65,000  vehicles  the 
boulevard  carries  daily,  the  loss  of 
left-hand  turns  on  Geary,  the  loss 
of  parking  along  Geary  Boulevard, 
and  the  effects  of  years  of  con¬ 
struction  along  Geary  on  traffic 
patterns. 

Another  missing  element  to  the 
story  is  the  lack  of  attention  being 
paid  to  the  heart  of  our  community, 
the  business  community.  In  a  200- 
page  preliminary  report  on  the 
Geary  BRT  project,  there  is  no 
mention  of  the  merchants  or  any  of 
the  complex  problems  they  have 
coming  their  way  if  the  TA  and 
Muni  get  their  way  and  plow  dedi¬ 
cated  bus  lanes  with  transit  village 
stops  down  the  center  of  Geary. 

Moscovich,  the  head  of  the 
Transportation  Authority,  and  Tilly 
Chang,  the  citywide  project  direc¬ 
tor  for  the  TA,  both  unabashedly 
admit  to  working  to  implement  the 
BRT  program,  including  Geary. 

“We’re  meant  to  deliver  those 
projects,”  Chang  said. 

Moscovich  said  the  effects  of 
the  plan  on  merchants  would  be 
considered  during  the  preparation 
of  an  Environmental  Impact 
Report  for  the  project,  after  the  TA 
has  chosen  its  preferred  alternative. 
But  how  can  the  supervisors  make 
an  informed  decision  if  they  do  not 
have  all  of  the  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  probable  affects  at  their 
fingertips?  The  TA  has  to  choose 
between  three  options  or  a  no-build 
option  -  how  can  that  be  done 
without  considering  the  effects  on 
our  local  merchants? 

As  well,  how  can  a  “no  option” 
for  the  project  be  objectively  con¬ 
sidered  when  the  city  agency  push¬ 
ing  the  plan  refuses  to  supply  com¬ 
plete  and  unbiased  information  on 
the  project? 

The  TA  is  not  only  pushing  for¬ 
ward  with  a  plan  to  build  a  project, 
it  is  aggressively  attacking  the  “no 
build”  option.  For  the  TA,  there  is 


not  a  “no-build”option  and  what¬ 
ever  plan  it  chooses,  it  claims,  will 
improve  the  neighborhood. 

For  example,  this  is  the  descrip¬ 
tion  in  the  TA’s  preliminary  assess¬ 
ment  for  the  outer  Geary  commer¬ 
cial  corridor: 

“Visually,  the  streetscape  does 
not  enhance  the  neighborhood  nor 
does  it  build  a  positive  image  for 
the  community.  Because  it  contains 
no  distinctive  elements  or  a  strong 
theme,  it  does  not  contribute  to  the 
community  identity.” 

The  TA  is  making  a  case  for 
change  on  Geary  by  attacking  the 
status  quo,  making  a  change  more 
palatable  for  the  six  votes  on  the 
TA  that  would  make  the  change  a 
reality. 

But,  choosing  one  of  the  op¬ 
tions  should  not  be  the  choice  - 
choosing  whether  or  not  to  proceed 
with  the  project  should  be  the 
choice. 

Potential  Problems  with  BRT 

Some  of  the  problems  or  con¬ 
siderations  being  glossed  over  or 
neglected  concerning  the  Geary 
BRT  to  this  point  include: 

•  the  economic  effects  on  local 
business  and  the  potential  changes 
that  could  be  facilitated  with  then 
demise,  including  a  loss  of  support 
for  local  schools.  For  some  reason, 
the  TA  doesn’t  consider  merchants 
stakeholders  in  the  community; 

•  the  effects  on  traffic  and  the 
65,000  vehicles  that  use  Geary 
Boulevard  every  day  and  what 
would  happen  to  that  traffic  with 
less  lanes  to  move  it  -  would 
California,  Balboa  and  Fulton 
streets  get  an  increase?  Does  any¬ 
one  really  believe  traffic  in  the 
Richmond  will  decrease  in  the  next 
20  years?; 

•  the  effects  of  restricting  left- 
hand  turns  on  Geary.  What  would 
happen  if  everyone  traveling  west¬ 
bound  on  Geary  traveled  over  to 
Clement  Street  to  make  a  left  hand 
turn.  That’s  what  happens  on  Park 
Presidio  Boulevard  and  19th 
Avenue,  which  have  no  left-hand 
turns,  increasing  traffic  on  ancil¬ 
lary  roads; 

•  public  safety.  The  TA  has 
been  touting  a  safer  plan  but  I  have 
yet  to  hear  a  credible  argument  that 
says  youth  and  seniors  using 
boarding  platforms  in  the  middle 
of  a  busy  thoroughfare  is  safer  than 
not  entering  the  street  at  all; 

•  the  effects  the  loss  of  parking 
spaces  in  the  Richmond  would 
have  on  businesses  and  residents; 
there  is  no  measure  of  the  potential 
loss  of  City  revenue; 

•  the  impact  on  merchants  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  blocks  between  transit 
stations,  where  business  sometimes 
drops  off; 

•  the  effects  of  years  of  con¬ 
struction  and  neighborhood  disrup¬ 
tion; 

•  the  possibility  for  increased 
housing  density,  without  provi¬ 
sions  for  parking  spaces,  as  part  of 
the  city’s  effort  to  increase  housing 
in  transit  corridors. 

These  are  some  of  the  questions 
that  are  not  being  asked  because 
normal  planning  and  legislative 
oversight  process  are  not  in  play. 

According  to  Chang,  the  nega¬ 
tive  effects  identified  so  far  can  be 
mitigated  and  are  not  a  “deal 
killer.” 

What’s  Being  Neglected 

The  original  money  allocated 
for  the  project  was  earmarked  for 
increasing  capacity.  That  plan  has 
been  dropped,  although  Chang 
says  some  increased  runs  can  be 
made  by  Muni  drivers  during  their 
shift  because  they  will  be  saving 


time  making  their  runs.  Good  luck 
getting  the  union  for  Muni  workers 
to  agree  to  more  work  for  their 
members  without  more  compensa¬ 
tion. 

As  well,  the  committee  recom¬ 
mending  options  to  TA  staff 
doesn’t  represent  a  broad  cross 
section  of  the  community.  David 
Heller,  president  of  the  Greater 
Geary  Boulevard  Merchants  and 
Property  Owners  Association,  said 
he  was  the  only  merchant  on  the 
committee  and  his  request  for  addi¬ 
tional  merchants  fell  on  deaf  ears. 

And  there  is  the  definition  of 
“rail  ready.”  Prop.  K  says  any  plan 
for  Geary  be  fight  rail  or  light-rail 
ready.  Because  all  of  the  city’s 
light  rail  systems  are  located  in  the 
middle  of  city  streets,  some  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  say  a  center 
route  is  the  only  viable  plan  for 
Geary.  But  Moscovich  and  Chang 
both  say  the  fight  rail  provisions 
can  be  met  in  the  outside  lanes,  al¬ 
though  with  different  reasoning. 

Moscovich  says  fight  rail  is  a 
possibility  for  the  outside  lanes  on 
Geary  because  it  is  done  in  some 
other  cities. 

Chang  says  “there’s  no  way” 
fight  rail  would  be  located  on  the 
outside  lanes  of  Geary,  but  by  ded¬ 
icating  the  outside  lanes  to  transit, 
those  lane  restrictions  can  be  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  center  lanes  at  a  future 
time  for  light  rail. 

The  forces  pushing  for  BRT 
and/or  fight  rail  will  do  whatever 
needs  to  be  done  to  achieve  their 
aims,  including  usurping  the  public 
process  to  keep  the  public  in  the 
dark  and  limiting  the  debate  to 
only  the  positive  aspects  of  BRT  or 
light  rail. 

BRT  may  be  the  greatest  thing 
since  sliced  bread  and  the  public 
may  want  to  implement  it.  But  to 
do  so,  all  of  the  facts  need  to  be  on 
the  table,  including  those  not  fa¬ 
vorable  to  the  implementation  of 
BRT.  When  the  public  and  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  have  all  of 
the  information  necessary  to  make 
an  informed  decision  for  the 
80,000  people  who  five  in  the 
District,  then,  and  only  then,  will 
the  best  possible  plan  emerge  for 
all  of  the  stakeholders  in  the 
Richmond.  That  means  having  the 
TA  look  at  the  warts  as  well  as  the 
benefits,  and  not  acting  like  a  high 
school  cheerleader.  It  also  means 
more  transparency  from  govern¬ 
ment  officials  and  government 
agencies,  and  a  good  intention  to 
debate  the  merits  of  the  Geary 
BRT/light  rail  program  on  the 
facts,  not  slick  public  relations  and 
selective  fact  finding.  It’s  unbeliev¬ 
able  that  a  program  like  the  Geary 
BRT/light  rail  option  is  moving 
forward  toward  implementation 
without  any  public  hearings  or 
press  coverage. 

As  for  the  stench  of  the  process 
emanating  so  far,  I  don’t  think  sac¬ 
rificing  democracy  and  stiffing  de¬ 
bate  while  trying  to  take  actions 
potentially  detrimental  to  the 
neighborhood  is  the  right  thing  to 
do. 

We  need  to  get  all  of  the  facts 
on  the  table  before  a  decision  is 
made,  and  we  need  to  get  the  pub¬ 
lic  involved  in  real,  meaningful 
hearings  (not  TA-sponsored  work¬ 
shops).  We  need  to  create  an  eco¬ 
nomic  impact  report  so  we  know 
the  financial  consequences  of  our 
merchants  and  we  need  to  take  a 
good  look  at  the  real  consequences 
of  the  runaway  train  coming  down 
the  tracks. 

Paul  Kozakiewicz  is  publisher 
of  the  Richmond  Review  and 
Sunset  Beacon  newspapers. 
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Civil  War  history  comes  alive 


Continued  from  page  1 

thwart  the  Confederate  rebellion. 

“Irishmen,  unite!  Strike  now 
for  Ireland  and  freedom!  Fifty 
active  young  men  needed,”  read 
one  1862  recruitment  poster  for 
the  69th  New  York  Regiment.  It 
promised  one  month’s  pay  in  ad¬ 
vance  and  a  monthly  stipend  of 
$  1 3,  a  good  wage  at  the  time. 

During  the  UICC  event,  sev¬ 
eral  dozen  “living  historians” 
were  dressed  in  the  artillery,  cav¬ 
alry,  infantry,  medical  and  civil¬ 
ian  uniforms  of  the  Civil  War. 
And  as  kids  wandered  from  one 
historian  to  another,  they  picked 
up  pieces  of  knowledge  they 
could  only  get  by  a  hands-on  ex¬ 
perience. 

Several  re-enactors  wore  the 
uniform  of  the  69th  regiment. 
They  showed  kids  how  to  load  a 


musket  while  trying  to  avoid  get¬ 
ting  shot  and  sprinkled  various 
facts  about  the  Irish  contribution 
to  the  war. 

“I’d  like  the  kids  to  be  able  to 
see,  to  hear  and  to  feel  what  the 
Civil  War  was  like,”  said  re-en¬ 
actor  Joe  Gilbert.  “It’s  something 
they  will  remember  for  many 
years  to  come.” 

Several  hundred  children  from 
eight  schools  marveled  at  the 
cannons,  tents,  pistols,  tele¬ 
graphs,  giant  Confederate  and 
Union  flags  and  a  bearded  banjo¬ 
playing  southerner. 

The  kids  got  to  hold  actual 
replicas  of  cannonballs,  bullets, 
sabers,  soaps,  wallets,  newspa¬ 
pers  and  even  a  soldier’s  sewing 
kit,  then  known  as  “the  house 
wife.” 

The  event  did  not  try  to  paint 
an  unrealistic  picture  of  war. 


A  re-enactor  playing  the  part 
of  a  Union  Army  doctor,  after 
getting  a  girl  named  Alexandra  to 
volunteer  as  his  patient,  proceed¬ 
ed  to  demonstrate  the  process  of 
removing  a  bullet  from  a  wound¬ 
ed  soldier’s  arm.  He  first  changed 
the  girl’s  name  to  Alex,  because, 
he  explained,  women  were  not 
allowed  to  serve  as  soldiers  in 
the  army  -  although  some  secret¬ 
ly  did. 

“A  surgeon’s  favorite  tool  is 
his  finger,”  he  said,  wiggling  his 
finger.  The  kids  winced. 

After  explaining  how  a  field 
doctor  would  try  to  remove  a 
bullet  using  his  finger,  he  moved 
on  to  tools  like  scalpels  and 
knives  (some  resembling  butcher 
knives),  which  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  case  of  a  deeper  or  more 
complicated  wound.  The  kids 
flinched  again  when  the  doctor 
showed  a  small  metal  hook  used 
to  move  nerves  out  of  the  way 
when  doing  surgery,  which  was 


Under  New  Management 


Mandarin  & 
Cantonese  Cuisine 

Chef’s  Specials 

Sesame  Chicken  $6.35 

Orange  Beef  $6.35 

Mongolian  Lamb  $6.95 

Prawns  in  Garlic  Sauce  $7.95 

3608  Balboa  St 

(between  37th  &  38th  Aves.) 

Open  Daily  11:00 -9:30 

(415)  222-9188 

I - 1 


Hot  &  Sour  Soup 
or  2  sodas  w/any 
|  takeout  order  of  $20  or  more  j 

I  Expires  12/31/05  I 

I - 1 
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November  3  through  January  3 
“Meet  the  artists”  reception: 

Saturday  and  Sunday,  Dec.  10  and  11 
2  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

3848  Judah  Street  (at  44th  Avenue) 


‘We  are  all  spiritual  beings  in  this  human  experience.” 


e 


Natalia  Bolsheva 

Spiritual  Clinical  Psychologist 

Ordained  by  the  Association  for  the  Integration  of  the  whole  person 


Individual  and  long  term  groups  spiritual  counseling 
Cross  cultural  techniques  include  dream  work,  ritual,  nutri¬ 
tion  and  body/mind  interactions,  communication  and  change, 
imagery  training  and  stress  management. 

Tel:  (415)385-8304  OR  (415)759-8105 


Bringing  Our  “Neighborhood”  to  Yours 

Innovative  Alzheimer’s  Care  at  Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  Park 


Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  provides  specially 
designed  Alzheimer’s  care  based  on  each  resident’s 
rich  history  and  individual  needs.  The  result 
is  a  personalized  environment  as  loving  as 
it  is  innovative.  We  call  it  the  Reminiscence 
Neighborhood. 

It’s  a  unique  approach  within  our  community 
created  to  stimulate  the  memories  and  senses 
of  seniors  with  memory  impairment.  Supportive 
and  nurturing  staff,  interactive  Reminiscence  kits 


and  multi-sensory  experiences  keep  our  residents 
involved  in  the  familiar  routines  that  marked 
their  lives:  gardening,  sewing,  office  work,  setting 
the  dinner  table,  and  even  folding  laundry.  It’s 
all  designed  to  focus  on  each  resident’s  strengths 
and  abilities  as  well  as  to  help  them  return  to  the 
comfort  of  a  time  that  brought  them  much  joy. 

And  because  each  senior  is  gently  guided  along 
in  a  place  that  looks  and  feels  like  home,  every  day 
can  be  a  pleasant  day. 


Our  Reminiscence  Neighborhood  is  now  open.  Call  or  visit  today  for  more  information. 


RCFE -385600347 


Sunrise 

Senior  Living 


t=) 

EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


6c 


Sunrise  at  Golden  Gate  Park  •  41 5-664-6264 

Independent  Living,  Assisted  Living,  Alzheimer's  Care 

16 01  19th  Avenue,  San  Francisco,  CA  •  unvw.sunriseseniorliinng.com 


Photo:  Maureen  McGettigan 

Jerry  Foster  demonstrates  the  proper  use  of  a  tele¬ 
graph  for  8th  grade  students  from  St.  Anne's  School 
during  Civil  War  Day,  held  at  the  United  Irish  Cultural 
Center  Nov.  16. 


typically  supposed  to  take  10 
minutes.  Ether  was  used  as  a  so¬ 
porific. 

“They  see  the  glory  of  war,” 
said  the  field  doctor.  “I  try  to 


show  them  the  effects.” 

After  the  event  drew  to  a 
close,  a  fifth-grade  girl  conclud¬ 
ed,  “I  don’t  think  we’ll  be  able  to 
see  this  in  a  book.” 


New  film  helps  identify 
depression  in  Asian  women 


In  response  to  studies  showing 
that  elderly  Asian  women  have 
the  highest  suicide  rate  among  all 
ethnic  groups  in  the  U.S.  due  to 
the  perils  of  depression,  the 
Asian  Pacific  Fund,  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  Stanford  Geriatric 
Education  Center  and  AARP,  re¬ 
searched  and  produced  a  health 
education  film  that  is  now  avail¬ 
able  to  health  professionals,  care¬ 
givers,  community  organizations 
and  members  of  the  public. 

“Healing  the  Spirit:  Treatment 
of  Depression  Among  the  Asian 
Elderly”  features  special  inter¬ 
views  with  geriatric-care  profes¬ 


sionals,  senior  service  organiza¬ 
tion  advisors,  and  author  Amy 
Tan,  whose  family  has  struggled 
with  depression,  among  others. 
The  video  emphasizes  depression 
management,  discusses  access  to 
treatment  and  describes  the  uni¬ 
versal  and  culturally-relevant  as¬ 
pects  of  the  disease  through 
Chinese-,  Filipino-  and  Japanese- 
American  cases. 

For  more  information  about 
the  film,  offered  in  DVD  and 
VHS  formats  in  a  variety  of  lan¬ 
guages,  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.asianpacificfund.org. 


Students  give  disaster  info. 


Students  from  George 
Washington  High  School’s 
JROTC  program,  working  with 
the  SF  Fire  Department,  visited 
Richmond  District  residents  to 
inform  them  about  emergency 
programs  and  training  Dec.  3. 

The  students  gave  residents 
information  about  the  Disaster 
Registry  Program  and 


Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team  (NERT)  training. 
The  registry  program  is  a  list  of 
seniors,  disabled  people  and  oth¬ 
ers  living  in  the  District  who 
would  need  to  be  checked  up  on 
if  a  major  disaster  occurred.  The 
NERT  program  trains  local  citi¬ 
zens  how  to  care  for  themselves 
and  others  in  an  emergency. 


New  SF  history  book  released 


Arcadia  Publishing  has  re¬ 
leased  a  vintage  history  book 
with  pictures  of  early  San 
Francisco.  The  book  features 
postcards  and  photographs  from 
the  middle  of  the  19th  century  to 
the  early  part  of  the  20th  century. 


The  book  is  only  available  at 
Borders  and  can  be  purchased  for 
$19.99. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Arcadia  Publishing  at  (888)  313- 
2665  or  visit  its  Web  site  at 
www.arcadiapublishing.com. 


Dine-in  or  Take  Out 

•  Breakfast  Specials,  Omelettes,  Steak  +  Eggs,  etc. 

•  Philly  Cheesesteaks/Hamburgers 

•  Try  Our  Delicious  Homemade  Pho  (Beef  Noodle  Soup) 

•  Lunch  &  Dinner  Specials 

•  Traditional  Vietnamese  Rice  Plates 


■Tn"°Z  opf"  """  1 

■  m  M  /  O  I  I  One  coupon  per  table.  | 

u  "  Expires  12/31/05  j 

Open  Mon.,  Wed.-Fri.  1 0  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m.  (closed  Tues.) 
Weekends  8  a.m.-9:30  p.m.  •  387-2893  or  387-7918 
3528-3532  Balboa  St.  (Between  36th  and  37th  Avenues) 
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Streetcars  once  roamed  Golden  Gate  Park 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

Streetcars,  like  the  one  pictured  above  at  Fulton 
Street  and  Sixth  Avenue  circa  1940,  were  in  the  west 
end  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 


by  Judith  Kahn 

“Why  shouldn’t  20,000  of  the 
dwellers  of  our  city  find  their 
way  to  the  ocean  beach  every 
Sunday  afternoon?  The  compara¬ 
tively  few  who  can  afford  the 
expense  make  a  trip  at  least  once 
a  season  to  the  ocean  at 
Monterey,  Santa  Cruz  or  some 
other  nice  spot  on  the  coast,  but 
close  at  hand  there  is  a  stretch  of 
ocean  beach  that  is  equal  to  any 
of  the  more  popular  resorts  that 
are  farther  off.  A  railroad  passing 
the  Golden  Gate  Park  and  termi¬ 
nating  at  the  Ocean  Beach  would 
surely  be  an  immense  success.” 

This  quote  appeared  in  the 
San  Francisco  Newsletter  and 
California  Advertiser  Aug.  28, 
1880. 

Leland  Stanford  agreed,  and 
in  1883  he  helped  finance  and 
promote  a  steam  train  line,  which 
carried  passengers  from  Stanyan 
Street  to  a  terminal  at  what  now 
is  LaPlaya. 

The  tracks  that  were  built 
were  the  only  transit-tracks  ever 
constructed  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  were  actually  laid  before  it 
looked  like  a  park. 

Today,  one  can  retrace  the  his¬ 
toric  railroad  by  foot  on  a  trail 
that  links  the  Murphy  Windmill 
to  the  Beach  Chalet  and  the 
Wilhelmina  (Dutch)  Windmill. 

The  walk  is  one  of  six  walks 
sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco 
Parks  Trust,  formerly  the  Friends 


The  California  quail,  the  state 
bird  that  at  one  time  numbered 
more  than  1,000  in  San  Francisco 
alone,  is  now  a  species  on  the 
verge  of  extinction  in  the  City 
due  to  its  loss  of  habitat  in  local 
parks.  Current  studies  show  that 
the  population  in  San  Francisco 
has  declined  to  a  total  of  about 
15  birds. 

In  an  effort  to  restore  healthy 
quail  numbers,  the  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  recently  hosted  its  third 


of  Recreation  and  Parks. 

The  hour-long  walk  begins  in 
front  of  the  85-foot-tall  windmill. 
It  is  offered  year  round  every  first 
and  third  Wednesday  of  the 
month,  beginning  10  a.m.  During 
the  walk,  strollers  get  an  interest¬ 
ing  array  of  information. 

On  a  recent  tour,  the  guide  in¬ 
formed  the  trekkers  that  across 
from  the  Wilhelmina  Windmill 
there  once  stood  a  type  of  Dutch 
cottage  for  the  caretaker  and  his 
wife.  Besides  the  caretaker’s  reg¬ 
ular  duties,  he  was  ordered  to 
plant  a  garden  to  raise  vegetables 
for  the  animals  in  the  park’s 
menagerie,  which  existed  before 
the  San  Francisco  Zoo. 


annual  restoration  effort  in  two 
San  Francisco  locations:  the 
Presidio  Golf  Course  and 
Harding  Park  Golf  Course. 
Volunteers  and  enthusiasts  re¬ 
moved  weeds  and  planted  hun¬ 
dreds  of  quail-friendly  seeds  and 
native  plants  at  both  locations. 

For  more  information  about 
how  to  get  involved  in  future  ac¬ 
tivities,  call  (510)  843-2222  or 
visit  the  Web  site  at  www.gold- 
engateaudubon.org. 


The  Wilhelmina  Windmill 
was  built  in  1902  to  harness  San 
Francisco’s  westerly  winds  for 
power  to  pump  water,  at  the  rate 
of  20,000  gallons  per  hour,  to  ir¬ 
rigate  the  park.  The  sails  on  the 
windmill  measured  102  feet, 
from  tip  to  tip. 

By  1875,  there  were  60,000 
trees  planted  in  the  park,  and  by 
1901  John  McLaren  and  park 
commissioners  supplied  adequate 
water  to  irrigate  the  park. 
Although  the  Park  Commission 
was  skeptical  that  a  windmill 
could  provide  an  adequate  water 
supply,  it  approved  the  construc¬ 
tion. 

It  was  such  a  success  that  in 
1905  the  park  commissioners  ap¬ 
proved  the  construction  of  the 
Murphy  Windmill,  which  is  cur¬ 
rently  being  repaired  in  Holland. 
The  Murphy  Windmill  was  the 
largest  of  its  day  and  pumped 
40,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour. 
It  was  the  water  from  these  two 
windmills  that  transformed  the 
once  barren  terrain  along  the 
Pacific  Coast  into  the  lush  envi¬ 
ronment  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 

By  1913,  motorized  pumps 
were  installed  to  augment  the 
then-insufficient  production  of 


Quail  restoration  continues 


St.  Peter’s  Episcopal  Church 

—  Restoring  with  a  Vision  — 

Sunday  Services: 

8  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Silent  Meditation 
1 0  a.m.  -  Eucharist  with  Music  and  Meditation 

Christmas  Eve:  Carols  at  1 0  p.m.  followed  by 
Festival  Eucharist  with  Choral  Music  at  1 0:30  pm. 

Christmas  Day:  Service  with  carols  at  1 0  a.m.  for 
families  and  children 

Tuesday  Night  Bring-and-Share  Meal  and  Book  Study::  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  at 
7  p.m.  /  Currently  book  is  "Swamplands  of  the  Soul,"  by  James  Hollis 

St.  Peter’s  is  located  at  420  29th  Avenue 
(near  Clement)  -  entrance  through  garden 
on  north  side  of  church  building 


St.  Peter’s  is  an  affiliate  of  the 
Center  for  Progressive  Christianity. 


Note  to  Community:  Our  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows  have  been  removed  for  cleaning  and 
storage  pending  reconstruction.  Watch  for 
temporary  replacement  art  by  local  area  stu¬ 
dents.  For  more  information,  please  contact 
Fr.  David  Rickey  at  415/751-4942  or  visit  our 
website  at  www.stpeters-sf.org 


the  wind  powered  systems.  Over 
decades,  harsh  weather  condi¬ 
tions,  coupled  with  increased 
vandalism,  forced  the  Park 
Commission  to  have  the  sails  re¬ 
moved  and  the  entrances  sealed. 

When  walking  south  toward 
Murphy  Windmill,  the  tour  pass¬ 
es  a  soccer  field.  There  are  nu¬ 
merous  children’s  soccer  teams, 
and  the  soccer  area  is  large 
enough  to  accommodate  five 
fields. 

During  a  recent  walk,  many 
plants  were  identified,  including 
California  Lilacs  and  the  Cape 
Horn.  The  guide  said  the  Cape 
Horn  is  an  undesirable  plant, 
which  has  destroyed  many  trees 
in  the  park,  while  Nasturtium 
blossoms  are  good  snacks  with  a 
bit  of  cream  cheese  and  curry 
folded  in  them. 

The  guide  remarked  that  many 
tulips  are  planted  in  the 
Wilhelmina  garden  in  the  fall  and 
bloom  in  the  early  spring.  In 
May,  the  bulbs  are  dug  up.  In  the 
past,  the  SF  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  has  given  away  any 
excess  bulbs. 


On  any  given  walk  the  type  of 
information  varies  in  terms  of 
what  is  emphasized.  Some  guides 
emphasize  the  historical  aspects 
of  the  park,  while  others  may 
place  more  emphasis  on  the  flora 
and  flora. 

Today,  they  are  33  trained  vol¬ 
unteers  leading  six  different  his¬ 
torical  walking  tours.  Since  its 
conception,  the  guide  program 
has  expanded  to  include  special 
tours  of  the  statues  in  the  park 
and  the  murals  at  the  Beach 
Chalet.  In  addition,  there  is  a  tour 
of  the  native  plants  and  birds 
found  in  the  park. 

A  special  type  of  walk  created 
by  the  Parks  Trust  is  the  stroller 
walk.  The  walk  was  created  by  a 
guide  named  Julian  Brown,  who 
loved  walking  in  the  park  with 
her  child  but  thought  it  was  lone¬ 
ly  walking  by  herself.  The 
stroller  walks  are  given  May 
through  October  and  are  about  an 
hour  long. 

To  call  for  a  monthly  update 
on  city  walks,  call  (415)  263- 
0991  or  visit  the  Web  site  at 
www.sfpt.org. 


Bring  your  friends  and  family  to  celebrate  the  spirit  of 
the  holidays  and  share  the  gift  of  song  with  isolated 
and  lonely  elders.  Proceeds  benefit  the  Center  for 
Elderly  Suicide  Prevention  and  Grief  Related  Services 
of  the  Institute  on  Aging. 

Sunday,  December  1 1 

Registration  at  2:30  p.m.;  Cars  depart  at  3  p.m.;  Dinner  at  6  p.m. 
St.  Mary’s  Cathedral 
1 1 1 1  Gough  St.  Free  parking  on  site. 

Tickets  are  $35  and  includes  dinner.  Children  under  12  free. 

Call  (415)  750-4180,  ext.  142,  by  Dec.  5  to  reserve  your  tickets. 


institute  on  Aging 

Helping  Bay  Area  Senses  live  Independently 


Visit  www.IOAging.org 
for  more  information. 


learning  a  game! 

TREND'S  Flash  Cards 

Proven  effective  for  learning 
basic  skills!  TREND  has  1”  titles 
for  language  arts  and  math, 
including  phonics  and  fractions. 
Self-checking,  quick-sorting 
rards.  Fun  activities 


a 


Educational  Exchange 

600  35th  Ave.  •  (415)752-3302 
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IT'S  NO  TROUBLE  KEEPING  UP  WITH  OUR  WORKOUT 
AFTER  ALL.  SARA  HAS  A  5-YEAR-OLD  GRANDSON. 


FIRST  UNITED 
LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 
Geary  Blvd.  at  30th  Ave. 
Mon.,  Tues  &  Thurs:  5:30  & 
6:45  p.m.;  Wed:  6:15  p.m.; 
Sat:  8  a.m.  &  9:15  a.m. 
Please  Call  255-4405  or 
1-800-FIT-IS-IT  for  information 


Buy  2  months 
get  the  third 
month  FREE 

*New  students  only 


iazzETdse. 

It  show s. 


Service 

/  pay  attention  to  details. 

When  it  comes  to  buying  or 
selling  a  home,  leave  the  de¬ 
tails  to  me.  I  believe  your  pur¬ 
chase  or  sale  should  be  worry- 
free,  and  I  will  do  my  best  to 
keep  it  that  way. 

Through  constant  education 
and  ongoing  experience,  I  rec¬ 
ognize  situations  requiring  at¬ 
tention  and  act  on  them,  leav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  chance.  I  deliver 
the  kind  of  service  you  expect, 
and  take  pride  in  my  ability  to 
follow  through.  I  will  also 
keep  you  informed,  each  step 
of  the  way. 

Attention  to  details  — just  one 
more  way  I  have  learned  to 
serve  my  customers  and 
clients.  Isn’t  that  what  you 
would  expect  from  me?  I  think  so. 


John  M.  Lee 

Real  Estate  Broker 

Pacific  Union 
San  Francisco 

(415)447-6231 


HARDWARE  1 


HARDWARE 
HAND  TOOLS 
ELECTRICAL 
PLUMBING 
GARDEN  SUPPLIES 
KEYS  CUT 

WEBER  BARBEQUES 


WINDOW  SHADES  CUT  TO  SIZE 
HOUSEWARES 
BATH  AND  KITCHEN  RUGS 
KITCHEN  GADGETS 
SMALL  APPLIANCES 
EUREKA  VACUUMS 
STORAGE  &  CLOSET  SUPPLIES 


VALSPAR  PAINTS 
Open  Mon-Sat  9-6,  Sundays  11-5 
www.hdweunl.CitySearch.com 
www.hardwareunlimitedsf.com 


nardwarey 
ti unlimited  Jk 


931-9133 


3326  SACRAMENTO  STREET  AT  PRESIDIO 


Restaurants 

Jessica  Sportsman 

Pera  serves  up  exotic  dishes 


I  have  passed  a  fairly  new 
restaurant,  Pera,  many  times  with 
an  inquisitive  mind,  but  just  re¬ 
cently  stepped  inside  to  find  out 
what  the  place  is  all  about. 

Pera,  located  at  349  Clement 
St.,  is  a  medium  sized  restaurant 
open  for  breakfast,  lunch  and 
dinner,  seven  days  a  week.  The 
menu  touts  traditional  Turkish 
and  Greek  cuisine  for  lunch  and 
dinner  and  offers  standard  break¬ 
fast  fare  for  early  morning  din¬ 
ers. 

The  restaurant,  located  on  the 
comer  of  the  street,  is  well  lit  and 
airy.  Tall  ceilings  and  warm  col¬ 
ors  make  the  dining  room  com¬ 
fortable  and  welcoming.  Full- 
length  windows  on  two  sides  add 
to  the  bright  atmosphere,  where 
one  can  dine  in  or  wait  for  carry 
out  orders. 

The  menu  is  quite  diverse  and 
I  wish  more  information  explain¬ 
ing  the  dishes  was  available. 
There  are  many  dishes  that  lack 
proper  descriptions  for  the 
novice  and  do  not  do  justice  to 
the  culinary  choices  available. 

On  my  first  venture  to  Pera,  I 
decided  to  order  several  special¬ 
ties.  I  did  not  choose  the  standard 
brunch  dishes  because  I  wanted 


to  savor  some  of  the  more  exotic 
offerings  from  Turkey  and 
Greece.  Having  traveled  to  both 
countries  back  in  the  early  ’90s,  I 
was  looking  forward  to  tasting 
some  of  the  dishes  I  had  during 
my  travels. 

First  off,  I  ordered  a  “meze” 
platter,  which  was  a  combination 
of  several  of  their  appetizers. 
Included  in  the  melange  was 
Babaganoush  (eggplant  dip); 
hummus  (chickpea/garbanzo 
bean  dip);  tzatziki  (yogurt/cu¬ 
cumber  dip);  falafel,  (deep  fried 
balls  of  a  garbanzo  bean  mixture 
commonly  used  in  pita  sand¬ 
wiches);  dolmas  (pickled  grape 
leaves  wrapped  around  spicy 
rice);  and  fattouch,  which  is  a 
lightly-dressed  salad  made  of 
parsley,  red  onion,  cucumber, 
bell  peppers,  garlic  and  lemon 
juice.  Served  with  this  generous 
platter  of  appetizers  was  home¬ 
made  wheat  rolls,  which  took  the 
place  of  the  standard  pita  bread 
that  is  usually  served  with  these 
dishes.  All  of  the  offerings  were 
fresh  and  ilavorful  and  could 
have  served  as  an  entire  meal,  for 
just  $8. 

Among  the  salad  choices  was 
a  beet  and  orange  salad  that 


quickly  caught  my  attention.  The 
$6  salad  would  have  been 
enough  for  an  entire  meal. 

The  baby  greens  salad  was 
dressed  with  red  wine  vinegar 
and  topped  with  bits  of  beets, 
fresh  oranges  and  walnuts.  It  was 
very  tasty  and  palate  cleansing 
between  the  other  courses  of  the 
meal  I  ordered. 

Next,  I  ordered  a  mixed  grill 
plate  that  included  skewers  of 
chicken,  lamb  and  “Adanas,” 
which  are  spicy  seasoned 
Mediterranean  meatballs.  This 
plate  for  $  1 2  was  enough  to  feed 
at  least  two  people.  The  meat 
was  grilled  well-done  but  was 
tender.  The  dish  comes  with  fries 
or  rice  and  a  small  salad. 

All  dishes  at  Pera  were  ex¬ 
tremely  well  balanced  and  ac¬ 
companied  by  generous  portions 
of  salad  and  fresh  bread. 

Besides  many  other  combina¬ 
tion  platters,  Pera  offers  a  wide 
variety  of  coffee,  wine,  tea  and 
soft  drinks.  There  are  several 
choices  for  late  night  desserts 
and  hot  and  cold  drinks  as  well. 

The  waitpersons  are  helpful 
and  attentive. . 

I  would  like  to  try  some  of  the 
other  grilled  dishes  and  hope  you 
will  as  well.  Pera  adds  to  the 
great  diversity  of  cuisine  we  have 
available  to  us  here  in  the 
Richmond  District. 

Pera 

349  Clement  St. 

(415)  666-3839 
Catering  available 


Burglary  suspects  apprehended 


Continued  from  page  1 

been  stolen  from  homes  in  the 
Ingleside  District  by  a  man  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  “scruffy”  white  male 
with  long  hair. 

The  tunnel  burglaries  began  in 
January.  In  the  next  10  months 
the  suspects  entered  approxi¬ 
mately  100  residences. 

The  suspects  would  wait  for 
residents  to  leave  before  entering 
a  home.  They  would  pry  their 
way  through  the  front  gate,  at 
which  point  the  tunnel-like  en¬ 
trances  offered  the  suspects  rela¬ 
tive  privacy,  and  then  smash 
open  the  front  door  of  the  home. 
Once  inside,  the  burglars  would 
hit  the  bedroom,  grabbing  what¬ 
ever  they  could  get  before  flee¬ 
ing. 

On  Sept.  13,  Wong  was  seen 
exiting  a  house.  The  witness 
recorded  Wong’s  license  plate  as 
he  drove  away.  Police  arrested 
him  shortly  thereafter. 

Hernandez,  too,  was  initially 
linked  to  the  burglaries  through 
his  license  plate  number.  He  was 
observed  leaving  the  scene  of  a 
burglary  on  Lawton  Street  Oct. 


23,  and  on  Nov.  4  the  highway 
patrol  pulled  Hernandez  over  on 
Interstate  80  in  Berkeley  and  ar¬ 
rested  him.  Delahoussaye  was  in 
the  car  with  Hernandez  at  the 
time,  and  a  week  later  police 
searched  his  San  Francisco 
home.  They  found  numerous 
loaded  firearms,  body-armor¬ 
piercing  ammunition  and  a  safe 
containing  a  large  quantity  of 
jewelry  that  is  suspected  of  being 
stolen. 

Delahoussaye  now  faces  two 
counts  of  possessing  or  receiving 
stolen  property,  two  counts  of 
possessing  stolen  firearms,  and 
one  count  of  possessing  prohibit¬ 
ed  ammunition.  Bronfeld  says 
more  charges  may  be  added  if 
police  arrest  another  suspect  in 
connection  with  Delahoussaye’s 
fencing  operation. 

Wong  faces  several  counts  of 
first-degree  burglary  charges. 

Hernandez,  also  wanted  in 
San  Mateo  County  on  criminal 
charges,  has  been  charged  with 
first-degree  burglary. 

Trial  dates  for  the  three  sus¬ 
pects  have  yet  been  set. 

Prior  reports  stated  that  Wong, 


Hernandez  and  the  remaining 
suspect  or  suspects  stole  as  much 
as  $200,000  worth  of  material  in 
their  10-month  spree  of  burglar¬ 
ies,  but  Bronfeld  says  this  is  a 
conservative  estimate. 

“It’s  probably  much  more  than 
that.  We’ve  made  recoveries  in 
the  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
so  far,  but  a  lot  of  high-end  stuff 
is  already  gone.  We’re  talking 
18-  to  24-karat  gold  items,  dia¬ 
mond  jewelry  and  laptops.” 

Bronfeld  says  the  items  have 
probably  been  sold  and  are  very 
unlikely  to  be  traced  or  recov¬ 
ered.  The  recovered  items,  how¬ 
ever,  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
SF  Police  Department. 

Victims  of  the  tunnel  burglar¬ 
ies  can  call  a  police  hotline  at 
(415)  553-1394  to  receive  in¬ 
structions  in  English  or 
Cantonese  on  how  to  proceed 
with  the  process  of  claiming 
property. 

“These  items  are  of  monetary 
and  sentimental  value,”  Bronfeld 
said.  “Hopefully,  we’U  get  them 
back  to  their  owners.” 


Police  Commission  meeting 


Continued  from  page  1 

Department  for  “training  police 
officers  to  specifically  deal  with 
the  homeless,”  and  for  having  an 
outreach  team  tries  to  locate  help 
and  housing  for  them. 

During  public  comment,  how¬ 
ever,  one  Inner  Richmond  resi¬ 
dent  expressed  his  discontent 
with  the  homeless  at  the  east  end 
of  Golden  Gate  Park,  which  spill 
out  into  the  lower  avenues.  His 
biggest  concern  was  drug  use 
among  the  homeless  population, 
particularly  methamphetamine, 
and  the  variety  of  public  health 
and  safety  issues  that  go  along 
with  it. 

With  regard  to  other  crimes, 
the  captain  pointed  out  various 
statistics  in  her  report,  such  as 


the  7  percent  decline  in  the  over¬ 
all  crime  rate  in  the  district. 

Traffic  collisions,  however, 
have  increased  by  6  percent  this 
year-to-date,  with  a  total  of  425. 
Speeding  is  the  leading  cause. 

Echoing  the  slogan  of  a 
September  traffic  safety  cam¬ 
paign,  Tong  said,  “Traffic  safety 
starts  with  you.” 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting. 
Commissioner  Gayle  Orr-Smith 
announced  that  this  would  be  her 
last  meeting  as  committee  vice 
president.  She  is  resigning  for 
“personal  reasons.” 

Orr-Smith  gave  a  passionate 
15-minute  speech  on  how  “frus¬ 
trating  and  heartbreaking”  youth 
violence  is  in  San  Francisco,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  City. 


The  answer  is  not  more  po¬ 
lice,  she  said,  but  better  parent¬ 
ing,  education  and  after-school 
programs. 

City  hires  global 
warming  expert 

In  an  effort  to  address  global 
warming  concerns,  the  SF 
Department  of  the  Environment 
has  hired  its  first  climate  action 
coordinator,  Melissa  Capria. 

Most  scientists  agree  that 
global  warming  is  real,  and  the 
effects  in  the  Bay  Area  could  be 
ruinous.  A  three-foot  rise  in  sea 
levels,  which  some  studies  antici¬ 
pate,  would  destroy  coastal  wet¬ 
lands  and  inundate  infrastructure 
in  low-lying  areas,  including 
sewage  treatment  plants. 
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School  Scoop 

Lilly  Murphy 

Richmond  schools  perform 


Love  it  or  hate  it,  standardized 
testing  is  a  way  of  life  for  our 
children.  The  results  are  undeni¬ 
ably  one  of  the  critical  factors  for 
admissions  into  high  schools  and 
universities. 

Test  results  may  not  be  the 
end  all  be  all,  but  they  do  act  as 
an  objective  filter  on  how  well 
schools  are  performing  academi¬ 
cally.  Testing  also  provides  in¬ 
valuable  information  on  individ¬ 
ual  student  assessments  and 
progress,  thereby  allowing  teach¬ 
ers  to  offer  differentiated  learn¬ 
ing  and  support  for  each  child. 

The  Academic  Performance 
Index  (API)  is  the  cornerstone  of 
California’s  Public  Schools 
Accountability  Act  of  1999 
(PSAA).  The  purpose  of  the  API 
is  to  measure  the  academic  per¬ 
formance  and  growth  of  schools. 
It  is  a  numeric  index  that  ranges 
from  a  low  of  200  to  a  high  of 
1,000.  A  school’s  score  on  the 
API  is  an  indicator  of  a  school’s 
performance  level.  California’s 
statewide  goal  is  to  strive  for  a 
score  of  800  at  all  schools. 

Statewide  ranks  are  assigned 
to  schools.  The  ranks  are  given  in 
deciles  by  school  type:  elemen¬ 
tary,  middle  and  high  schools.  A 
rank  of  10  is  the  highest  and  one 
is  the  lowest.  Each  decile  in  each 
school  type  contains  10  percent 
of  all  schools  of  that  type. 

Similar  schools  ranks  are  as¬ 
signed  to  schools  with  at  least 
100  students  and  API  scores.  The 


schools  are  compared  to  schools 
with  similar  characteristics. 
These  specific  characteristics  in¬ 
clude:  pupil  mobility,  ethnicity, 
socioeconomic  status,  percentage 
of  teachers  who  are  fully  creden- 
tialed,  percentage  of  teachers 
who  hold  emergency  credentials, 
percentage  of  pupils  who  are 
English-language  learners,  aver¬ 
age  class  size  per  grade  level  and 
whether  schools  operate  multi¬ 
track  year-round  educational  pro¬ 
grams.  This  ranking  is  also  a 
decile.  A  rank  of  10  is  the  high¬ 
est  and  one  is  the  lowest. 

Richmond  District  schools 
continue  to  perform  well  above 
the  District  average  as  evidenced 
by  their  API  scores.  The  API 
data  is  used  to  see  if  schools 
meet  federal  and  state  require¬ 
ments.  If  a  school  meets  partici¬ 
pation  and  growth  awards,  it  may 
be  eligible  to  become  a 
California  Distinguished  School 
or  National  Blue  Ribbon  School. 
This  year  elementary  schools  are 
eligibile  to  become  California 
Distinguished  Schools. 

Check  with  your  principal  to 
see  if  your  elementary  school  is 
eligible  for  this  laudable  award. 
Deadline  to  apply  with  the  State 
Department  of  Education  is  Dec. 
7. 

The  hard  work  and  dedication 
of  our  schools  have  not  gone  un¬ 
noticed.  School  awards  and 
recognitions  continue  to  stack  up 
(See  chart). 


Richmond  District  school  ranks 

The  hard  work  and  dedication  of  our  schools  has  not  gone  unnoticed.  School  awards 
and  recognitions  continue  to  stack  up. 

2004 


2004 

API 

2004 

Statewide 

Similar 

Schools 

School 

Base 

Rank 

Rank 

Awards 

Alamo  Elementary 

868 

10 

8 

National  Blue  Ribbon  1 997 

California  Distinguished  School 

1995,  1987 

Argonne  Elementary 

823 

9 

6 

Cabrillo  Elementary 

766 

7 

5 

Lafayette  Elementary 

798 

8 

7 

“Hidden  Gem”  school  by  Bay  Area 
Parent  Magazine  2004 

Lilienthal  Elementary 

846 

9 

4 

McCoppin  Elementary 

770 

7 

5 

Peabody  Elementary 

753 

6 

3 

California  Distinguished  School  1989 

Sutro  Elementary 

796 

8 

8 

Title  1  Academic  Achievement  2005 

Presidio  Middle 

853 

10 

10 

California  Distinguished  School  2005 

Roosevelt  Middle 

759 

8 

9 

Title  1  Academic  Achievement  2005 

Washington  High 

777 

9 

7 

“One  of  the  Best  Schools  in  America” 
By  Newsweek  2004  and  2005 

Wallenberg  High 

712 

7 

6 

California  Distinguished  School 
2003,1992,1990 

SFUSD  Average 

724 

B 

B 

Broad  Prize  Urban  Education 

Finalist  2005 

These  schools  could  not  excel 
without  the  priceless  contribu¬ 
tions  of  principals  and  teachers. 
This  contribution  is  recognized 
by  numerous  business  partners, 
including  the  Prudential 
California  Realty’s  Education 
Foundation.  Their  purpose  is  to 
honor  public  school  teachers  who 
are  providing  outstanding  service 
to  their  students  and  the  commu¬ 
nity.  Congratulations  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Richmond  District  teach¬ 
ers  who  received  this  award  for 
2005:  Victor  Tam  (Alamo);  Amy 
Brownstein  Lum  (Lafayette); 
Alexandra  Dakin  (Lafayette); 
Kristin  Tavemetti  (Lafayette); 
Susie  Lee  (Lafayette);  and 
Nicola  Gadaleta  (Lafayette). 


For  more  detailed  school  data, 
go  to  the  Web  sites  at 
www.sfusd.edu  or 
www.cde.ca.gov. 


Lilly  Murphy  is  a  public 
school  parent.  For  questions  or 
comments,  send  her  an  e-mail  at 
schoolscoop  @  hotmail.  com. 


CAL.  L1C  #556995 


" Serving  all  your  plumbing  needs." 

Remodels  •  New  Construction  •  Service  Work  •  Sewers 

6oo  Amador  St.  •  (415)  282-9370 


Coats  for  Your  Community 

Help  Keep  Your  Community  Warm 

San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union  is  collecting  new  and  gendy  used,  clean 
coats  to  support  The  Women  s  Community  Clinic.  Please  drop  off  coats  at  any 
San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union  branch  near  you. 

•  Donate  new  or  gently  used,  clean  coats 

•  Men’s,  Women’s  and  Children’s  coats  are  needed 

•  Donate  Today.  Coats  will  be  accepted  until  December  15,  2005 

•  Bring  your  coats  to  any  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Union  location: 

770  Golden  Gate  Ave.  @  at  Gough  St. 

2645  Ocean  Ave.  @  at  1 9th  Ave. 

4375  Geary  Blvd.  @  at  8th  Ave. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  San  Francisco  Federal  Credit  Unions 
CommunityShare  program  at  (415)  775-5377,  option  4  or  www.SanFranciscoFCU.com. 

For  more  information  about  The  Womens  Community  Clinic  or  to  make  an  online 
donation,  please  visit  www.thewomensclinic.org. 

Donate  Today! 

<m>San 

FEDER 

Smart  banking.  Real  value* 


Francisco 

^CREDIT  UNION 


WOMCN'S 


Community 


Clinic 


Zephyr  Real  Estate. 

We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


And  we're  all  about  the  Richmond.  Jam ' 
This  neighborhood  is  magical.  We  know, 
because  we've  been  serving  buyers 
and  sellers  in  the  community  for  years. 

We  appreciate  the  little  things  and  we 
understand  the  big  picture,  enabling  us  to 
help  you  make  the  best  and  most  informed 
decisions  about  real  estate,  tailored  to 
your  situation.  Call  on  Zephyr.  After  all, 
the  Richmond  is  our  home  too. 


215  West  Portal  Avenue  •  415.731.5000 
4200  1 7th  Street  •  41 5.552.9500 
4040  24th  Street  •  41 5.695.7707 
318  Brannan  Street -415.905.0250 

www.zephyrsf.com 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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...  because  CITIKIDS 
has  everything 
for  your  baby; 
strollers,  car  seats, 
furniture,  clothing 
and  more,  all 
under  one  roofl 
Plus,  CITIKIDS  offers 
selection,  quality 
and  service  at 
competitive 
prices.  So,  come 
to  CITIKIDS  first, 
where  it's  really 
fun  to  shop. 


CITIKIDS 


•  1 52  Clement  Street 

at  3rd  Avenue 

San  Francisco,  CA  94118 

•  Call:  415-752-3837 

•  OPEN:  Mon-Sat  10  to  6 
Sunday  1 1  to  5 


Fashions  •  Baby  Needs  •  Toys  •  Gifts 
Nursery  Furniture  •  Car  Seats  •  Strollers  •  Bedding 


Your  Future  Needs  English 

/  9  levels  of  conversational  English  classes. 

V  Specialists  in  TOEFL  preparation. 

Business  English  for  foreign  students. 

/  Morning,  afternoon  and  evening  classes  (year-round  program). 
/  First  4  hours  FREE! 

V  TOEIC  preparation. 

V  GMAT/GRE  preparation. 

Authorized  under  federal  law  to  enroll  non-immigrant  alien  students. 

-*i  t.~.  ¥ 

nxM yk  m -%■  n  %%.n 

San  Francisco 
Institute  of  English 

Since  1987 

3301  Balboa  St. 

Call  for  free  brochure  750-1755 

Fax:  750-9939 


Join  Us! 


We 

Serve! 


The  members  of  the  Park  Presidio 
Lions  Club  invite  you  to  join  us  for  lunch 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
Lions  work  to  help  those  in  our  commu¬ 
nity  less  fortunate  than  ourselves  by  pro¬ 
viding  free  and  low-cost  eye  care  and 
more.  Lunch  is  at  the  Lincoln  Park 
Clubhouse,  our  “home”  at  34th  and 
Clement,  at  noon. 

For  more  information,  call  831-0461. 

The  Park  Presidio  Lions  Club  is  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  residents  in  the  Richmond  District. 


3rd  2nd  Arguello 

Ave.  Ave.  Blvd 


■ 

Clement  St. 

Geary  Blvd. 

Free  Parking  in  Front  of  Store! 


Real  Estate 

John  M.  Lee 

Real  estate  year  in  review 


We  have  had  a  long  up-run  in 
the  real  estate  market  since  1996 
with  one  minor  hiccup  along  the 
way  for  one  quarter  after  the 
World  Trade  Center  bombing  in 
2001.  Other  than  that,  the  real  es¬ 
tate  market,  fueled  by  low  inter¬ 
est  rates,  has  been  red  hot.  We 
might  have  reached  the  end  of 
this  up-trend  in  2005. 

The  real  estate  market  started 
2005  with  a  bang.  With  not  much 
inventory  on  the  market  and  buy¬ 
ers  out  looking,  not  even  the 
Alan  Greenspan  engineered  in¬ 
terest  rate  hikes  affected  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Multiple  offers  were  rampant 
and  prices  were  going  higher  and 
higher. 

The  long-term  mortgage  rates 
proved  to  be  more  stubborn  and 
did  not  move  much  even  though 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  was 
raising  the  short  term  rate  a  quar¬ 
ter-point  at  every  meeting.  There 
was  so  much  foreign  money 
flowing  into  our  economy  that 
the  long-term  yields  were  not  af¬ 
fected,  thus  mortgage  rates  re¬ 
mained  under  6  percent  through¬ 
out  most  of  the  year. 

Also,  during  the  year,  many 
people  were  turning  to  interest- 
only  mortgage  loans  to  get  into 
the  real  estate  market  to  buy  the 
largest  home  they  could  afford. 
We  had  the  typical  good  spring 
market  where  everything  was 
selling  for  over  the  asking  price. 

Worries  of  real  estate  bubbles 
were  all  over  the  national  news. 
But  it  was  interesting  that  many 
of  the  knowledgeable  economists 
did  not  identify  San  Francisco  as 
an  area  that  was  over-valued.  In 
fact,  some  even  went  as  far  as 
classifying  us  as  a  world  class 
city  and  said  our  real  estate  was  a 


good  value  when  compared  to 
cities  such  as  London,  Paris, 
Hong  Kong  and  Tokyo. 

The  summer  months  brought  a 
hint  of  a  slow  down  as  properties 
sat  on  the  market  for  a  bit  longer. 
And  instead  of  10-plus  offers  on 
a  listing,  we  might  get  five  or  so, 
still  quite  sufficient  to  sell  homes 
above  asking  prices. 

Around  August  or  so,  the 
trend  changed.  The  market 
slowed  considerably,  and  then  af¬ 
ter  Labor  Day  there  was  an  ex¬ 
plosion  in  listing  inventory.  All 
of  a  sudden,  we  had  about  a  three 
months  supply  of  homes  for  sale 
instead  of  the  roughly  one  month 
that  we  have  experienced  for  the 
past  few  years.  Some  homes 
were  actually  sitting  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  not  receiving  any  offers.  It 
has  become  more  of  a  balanced 
and  normal  market  for  buyers 
and  sellers  and  has  been  that  way 
since. 

Sellers  and  agents  have  been 
complaining  that  homes  are  tak¬ 
ing  too  long  to  sell.  But  most 
people  only  remember  the  recent 
torrid  seller’s  market  that  they 
have  forgotten  what  a  normal 


market  feels  like.  Homes  typical¬ 
ly  stay  on  the  market  for  about 
30  days  or  so,  and  there  are  ne¬ 
gotiations  between  buyers  and 
sellers.  This  is  normal  and  we  are 
likely  to  be  seeing  more  and 
more  of  this  scenario  in  the  new 
year. 

What  is  2006  going  to  be  like 
in  real  estate?  I  believe  that  if  in¬ 
terest  rates  stay  under  7  percent, 
our  market  should  be  fine.  Prices 
will  not  increase  by  double  digits 
like  in  the  past  few  years,  but 
will  be  relatively  flat  for  a  while. 
This  will  provide  buyers  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  buy  at  their  pace, 
while  allowing  sellers  to  realize 
their  gains. 

The  question  on  everyone’s 
minds  is:  Will  prices  drop?  I 
think  we  will  reach  a  equilibrium 
on  prices  in  2006.  We  might  not 
be  able  to  get  the  peak  prices  at¬ 
tained  in  the  spring  of  2005,  with 
prices  being  flat. 

That  pretty  much  summarizes 
the  real  estate  market  for  2005. 
We  have  had  a  great  long  run, 
and  will  be  in  a  flat  period  for  the 
short  term.  I  will  have  a  complete 
pricing  analysis  for  you  in 
January. 

Thanks  for  a  great  year  and  1 
hope  all  of  you  have  a  wonderful 
holiday  season. 

John  M.  Lee  recently  was 
elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  SF  Association  of 
Realtors  and  specializes  in  the 
Richmond  and  Sunset  districts. 
For  real  estate  questions,  call 
him  at  (415)  447-6231. 


Richmond  Homes  Sold  in  November* 


Address 

BR 

BA 

Square.  Ft. 

Price 

519  39th  Ave. 

3 

1.00 

1,640 

$800,000 

481  39th  Ave. 

4 

2.00 

1,450 

830,000 

3934  California  St. 

4 

LOO 

1,609 

918.000 

779  28th  Ave. 

3 

1.50 

2,200 

955,000 

101  25th  Ave. 

2 

2.00 

1,000 

969,000 

587  29th  Ave. 

3 

2.50 

2,000 

1,225,000 

440  1 1  th  Ave. 

5 

2.00 

1,920 

1,228,000 

600  18th  Ave. 

5 

3.50 

3,074 

1,600,000 

36  Palm  Ave. 

3 

3.00 

4,369 

2,300,000 

*  Partial  listing  of  homes  sold  in  the  Richmond  District.  Source:  M.L.S. 


Let  us  take  the  weight  off  your  feet ! 

Our  Business  Term  Loan  &  Line  of  Credit  will  help  you  meet 
your  long-term  and  short-term  financial  needs. 


Bankofthe  Orient® 

Service  Strengthened  by  Over  30  Years  of  Financial  Expertise 

Dec*71b«»r  31  •  2005  N««  '»•»»  only  -  Busies  Term  Loan  $25,000  lo  $300,000  up  10  5  year  term;  Orient  Business  Line 
$10  000  to  $250  000  With  1  year  term,  renewable  annually.  Auto  payment  required  from  Bank  ol  ttre  Orient  Checking  Account.  All  standard  closing  costs  to  be  paid  bv 
applicant  and  underwriting  guidelines  must  be  met.  Loans  must  be  completed  by  January  31 , 2006.  Please  see  branch  for  full  details. 


San  Francisco  San  Francisco  San  Francisco 

233  Sansome  Street  1023  Stockton  Street  317  Sixth  Avenue 
415.338.0843  415.338.0879  415.338.0809 

Millbrae  City  of  Industry  Honolulu 

500  Broadway  Avenue  18605  E.  Gale  Avenue  765  Bishop  Street 
650.259.3388  626.912.8030  808.543.3700 


San  Francisco 
2001  Irving  Street 
415.338.0600 


Oakland 
360  Twelfth  Street 
510.834.0731 
Honolulu 

2851  E.  Manoa  Road 
808.973.4500  FDM  & 


Customer  Service  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  PST 


1 .800,881 .2686  www.bankorient.com 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  a  ball 


Photo  courtesy  of  Greg  Gaar  collection 

In  this  photograph,  circa  1930,  drivers  play  soccer  with  a  giant  ball  and  their 
newfangled  horseless  carriages  at  Ewing  Field,  located  where  Ewing  Terrace  is 
located  today  (off  Masonic  Avenue  near  O'Farrell  Street). 


Editor: 

I  was  pleased  to  read  about 
mass-transit  plans  for  the  Geary 
Boulevard  corridor  in  the 
October  2005  issue.  Transit,  as 
we  all  know,  is  a  key  part  of  how 
San  Francisco  functions,  and  is 
essential  for  Richmond  District 
residents. 

But  I  was  distressed  about  the 
concerns  from  local  merchants, 
who  object  to  parts  of  the  plan 
because  it  would  disrupt  their 
businesses. 

While  I  encourage  planners, 
residents  and  readers  of  this 
neighborhood  newspaper  to  take 
such  views  into  account,  what 
must  not  be  lost  is  that  the  status 
quo  for  transit  along  Geary 
Boulevard  is  not  adequate  or  ac¬ 
ceptable. 

I  wonder  whether  business 
owners  such  as  David  Heller  or 
Jack  Rhiel  have  suffered  40- 
minute  waits  on  cold  nights  for  a 
38  Geary  coach,  only  to  be 
packed  against  other  passengers 
for  blocks  and  blocks.  I  wonder 
whether  their  views  are  fully  in¬ 
formed  about  Muni  and  its  ser¬ 
vice  problems  and  cutbacks.  I 
wonder  whether  they  understand 
the  degree  to  which  riders  put  up 
with  the  inconveniences  and  in¬ 
dignities  of  inefficient  public 
transit  in  San  Francisco. 

In  addition,  all  the  indicators 
show  that  more  cars  are  taking 
more  trips,  worsening  traffic  and 
delays  for  an  already  struggling 
Muni.  Doing  nothing  is  not  a  vi¬ 
able  course  of  action. 

Change  is  often  disruptive  and 
difficult,  but  it  is  imperative  for 
Geary  Boulevard  and  its  conges¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  long  overdue  for 
visitors  and  residents. 

Anthony  Lazarus 


Editor: 

In  a  recent  Richmond  Review 
(October  2005),  it  was  reported 
that  Bruce  Balshone,  the  chair  of 
the  Geary  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee  (GCAC),  suggested 
that  the  demographics  of  the 
Geary  corridor  are  changing  and 
“some  small  merchants  should 
consider  relocating  to  shopping 
malls.” 

This  very  unfortunate  state¬ 
ment  does  not  reflect  the  posi¬ 
tions  held  by  other  GCAC  mem¬ 
bers;  nor  is  it  in  any  way  pro¬ 
posed  by  Authority  staff  or  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  Authority  manage¬ 
ment,  or  the  Authority  Board. 

An  important  goal  of  Geary 
BRT  is  to  revitalize  the  corridor 
so  that  businesses  will  thrive 
rather  than  being  driven  away. 

The  Authority  will  not  waiver 
in  its  efforts  to  reach  out  to  the 
community  to  forge  partnerships 
based  on  trust,  accurate  informa¬ 
tion,  and  open  and  civil  debate, 
which  are  crucial  to  the  success 
of  the  study. 

Tilly  Chang 

Deputy  Director  for  Planning, 
SF  County  Transportation 
Authority 

Editor: 

I  may  not  know  you  by  name, 
but  I  bet  I  know  your  dog’s 
name!  That  is  the  realization  at 
the  Mountain  Lake  Dog  Park  — 
it’s  enough  to  keep  us  coming 
back  for  more. 

Located  at  the  far  east  side  of 
Mountain  Lake  Park,  our  neigh¬ 
borhood  dog  park  is  a  consistent 
conglomerate  of  young  and  ma¬ 
ture  dogs  and  yes,  young  and  ma¬ 
ture  owners.  It’s  a  great  place  to 
let  your  dogs  roam  and  for  you  to 
get  to  know  your  neighbors. 


It’s  no  surprise,  then,  that  on 
Nov.  5,  the  Mountain  Lake  Dog 
Park  clean-up  day  was  a  huge 
success,  pulling  in  more  than  50 
volunteers.  We  had  plenty  of 
friends  to  help  clear  debris  and 
trim  and  cut  away  overgrown 
bushes  and  trees.  The  Rec.  and 
Park  Department  supplied  us 
with  plenty  of  equipment  and 
three  professional  gardeners 
while  the  picnic  table  was  full  of 
tasty  treats  donated  by  different 
people.  And  thanks  to  Carol 
Lane,  Judy  Tiktinsky  and 
Elizabeth  from  Friends  of 
Mountain  Lake  Park. 


As  a  daily  user  at  the  dog 
park,  my  dog  Henna  and  I  appre¬ 
ciate  the  eclectic  mix  of  people 
and  dogs  we  encounter.  We  look 
forward  to  the  next  clean-up  day, 
in  the  spring,  so  we  can  pitch  in 
to  help  keep  our  social  hot  spot  a 
beautiful  and  safe  place  to  visit. 
Julie  Reber 

Editor: 

I  am  compelled  to  write  about 
a  fabulous  K-8  program  that  I 
was  fortunate  to  discover  through 
a  friend.  The  Laurel  School. 

My  son  struggled  with  aca¬ 
demics  and  felt  worthless  in  the 


absence  of  any  programs  to  teach 
children  with  learning  difficul¬ 
ties.  Luckily,  we  discovered  the 
Laurel  School.  My  son  graduated 
from  Laurel  after  transferring 
there  in  sixth  grade.  Today,  he  is 
a  high  school  senior  who  still 
struggles,  but  earns  As  and  Bs. 

The  Laurel  School  is  the  only 
elementary  school  in  San 
Francisco  with  a  program  exclu¬ 
sively  for  children  who  have  av¬ 
erage  or  above  average  intelli¬ 
gence  and  also  have  learning  dis¬ 
abilities.  The  school  is  one  of 
San  Francisco’s  best  kept  secrets. 
Trudy  Drypolcher 


5723  Geary  Blvd.  (@22nd) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
(415)  386-2777 

Open  Daily  11 :30am  -  closing 

www.kitarosushi.com 


(415)  386-2777 


Golden  Tray  $22.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/25/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


Happy  Tray  $14.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/25/2006 


Dine  in  or  To-Go 

Not  valid  with  any  other 
offer  or  combine. 

One  order  per  coupon 
per  visit. 

EXP  1/25/2006 


i 


i!b 


(415)  386-2777 


Mix  Tray  $23.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP  1/25/2006 


(415)  386-2777 


A  Tray  $19.95  with  coupon 

Call  in  advance.  To-Go  only 
Valid  7  days.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
EXP.  1/25/2006 


(415)  386-2777 

15%OFF 


Prices  are  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


i  ray 

(All  Cooked) 

$M 

with  coupon 

$22.95 


Happy Tray 

with  coupon  California  Roll) 

$19.95 
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FOGBELT  STUDIO 

"Baker's  Dozen"  Annual  Holiday  Arts  &  Crafts  Sale 
27  artists  show  &  sell  their  wonderful 
handmade  items:  pottery-photography- 
cards-dolls-jewelry-scarves-much  more! 

December  2,  Friday  noon  -  8  pm 
December  3,  Saturday  10a.m-6p.m. 
December  4,  Sunday  noon -6  p.m. 

2528  25th  Avenue  (btwn.  uiioa&vicenie) 

www.fogbeltstudio.com  (415)661-8502 


Geary  Corridor  Bus  Rapid  Transit  Study 

The  Transportation  Authority  and  Muni  invite  you  to  a 
public  workshop  for  the  Geary  Corridor  Bus  Rapid 
Transit  Study.  Workshop  participants  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  comment  on  conceptual  designs  aimed 
at  faster  travel  times,  more  reliable  service,  and 
improved  passenger  comfort.  Community  input  is 
critical,  so  come  and  be  heard! 

December  6, 2005  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Japanese  Community  and  Cultural  Center 
of  Northern  California  (JCCCNC) 

1840  Sutter  Street  @  Buchanan  Street 
Japanese  interpretation  provided. 

December  8. 2005  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Tenderloin  Family  Apartments 
201  Turk  Street  @  Jones  Street 
Chinese,  Spanish  &  Vietnamese  interpretation  provided. 

December  1 0. 2005  *  1 0  a.m.  to  1 2  p.m.  or  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Self  Help  for  the  Elderly  Center 
408  22nd  Avenue  @  Geary  Boulevard 
Chinese  and  Russian  interpretation  provided. 


ISiHES 


Struggling  to  find  the  right  school 
for  your  middle  grade  child? 
for  your  kindergartner? 


Come  to  theOpen  House  on  Tuesday,  January  3 1 ,2006 
from  6:00  pm  -  8:00  pm  so  we  can  show  you  how  St.  Monica 
School  can  prepare  your  child  to  succeed  in  today’s  top  high  schools. 


December  Calendar 


l-n 


Find  out  about  our 

■  Strong  academics 

■  Closeknit  community 

■  Safe  environment 

■  Physical  education 

Before  you  select  a 
school, visit  us  again! 

Transfer  students  are  always 
welcome 

St.  Monica  School 
Grades  K-8 
5950  Geary  Blvd. 

San  Francisco, CA  94121 
www.stmonicasf.org 
(Entrance  at  Geary  Blvd.) 


■  Extended  Care  Program 

■  Mandarin  and  Cantonese 
classes 

■  Financial  assistance  and 
payment  plans 


And  much  more! 


•Get  your  information  packet  which  contains  a  list  of  high 
schools  and  colleges  our  graduates  are  attending  or 
schedule  a  school  tour  by  calling  14  i  5j  75:  -9564  today. 
Or  write  to  us  at  the  address  shown. 


Participatory  Holiday  Concert: 

A  chorus  of  audience  members 
joins  the  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  of  Music’s  Orchestra 
and  student  soloists  to  perform 
Handel’s  classic  “Sing-it- Yourself 
Messiah,”  Davies  Symphony  Hall, 
201  Van  Ness  Ave.,  Friday,  Dec.  2, 
8  p.m.,  tickets  range  from  $20  to 
$49.  For  more  information,  call 
864-6000. 

Holiday  Wreath  Workshop: 

Express  your  creativity  using  gar¬ 
land,  colorful  greens  and  conifer 
foliage  at  this  workshop  instructed 
by  a  local  floral  designer;  partici¬ 
pants  should  bring  their  own 
pruners,  wire  cutters,  accents  and 
ribbons,  San  Francisco  Botanical 
Garden,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Ninth 
Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way,  Saturday, 
Dec.  3,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  $15-$35 
depending  on  wreath  size.  For 
more  information,  or  pre-registra¬ 
tion  (encouraged),  call  661-1316 
ext.  354. 

Organ  Concert:  David  Hegarty 
plays  an  organ  pops  concert  on  the 
famous  Skinner  organ,  including 
light  classics  and  favorites  from 
Hollywood  and  Broadway, 
California  Palace  of  the  Legion  of 
Honor,  Saturday,  Dec.  3  and 
Sunday,  Dec.  4, 4  p.m.,  free  after 
museum  admission.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-3624. 

hristmas  Concert:  The  San 
rancisco  Bach  Choir  performs  its 
opular  holiday  concert  featuring 
rocessions,  candles,  ancient  in- 
ruments,  carols  in  the  round  and 
lore,  performances  will  be  held  at 
.  Ignatius  Catholic  Church, 
illon  and  Parker  Streets, 
iturday,  Dec.  3,  8  p.m.,  and  at 
calvary  Presbyterian  Church, 
Fillmore  and  Jackson  streets, 
Sunday,  Dec.  4,  4  p.m.,  tickets 
range  from  $20-$30,  or  $15-$22  if 
purchased  in  advance.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  992-6562. 

Holiday  Pottery  and  Craft  Sale: 

View  hundreds  of  hand-crafted  ce¬ 
ramics,  jewelry  and  artwork  -  all 
available  for  purchase  -  at  this 
event  benefiting  the  Sharon  Art 
Studio,  an  inter-generational  com¬ 
munity  center  for  the  arts,  Golden 
Gate  Park  next  to  Children’s 
Playground  and  Sharon  Meadow, 
Sunday,  Dec.  4,  11  a.m.  to  5  p.m., 
free  admission.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  753-7005. 

Free  Lecture:  Asian  Art  Museum 
docent  Dorothy  Gregor  presents  a 


lecture  entitled  “Art  of  the  Silk 
Road:  Marco  Polo  Visits  the  Asian 
Art  Museum,”  City  College  of  San 
Francisco,  Ocean  Avenue  Campus, 
50  Phelan  Ave.,  Conlan  Hall  Room 
E-101,  Wednesday,  Dec.  7,  12  p.m. 
noon  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  239-3580. 

Local  History  Lesson:  Author 
Lorri  Ungaretti,  author  of  “San 
Francisco’s  Richmond  District,” 
presents  a  slide  lecture  of  the 
area’s  history  and  signs  copies  of 
her  book,  Richmond/Senator 
Milton  Marks  Branch  Library, 
Thursday,  Dec.  8,  7  p.m.  to  8:30 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
call  557-4277. 

Volunteer  Landscaping:  Join  gar¬ 
deners,  neighbors  and  museum 
staff  for  a  landscaping  work  party 
where  tools,  work  gloves  and  re¬ 
freshments  will  be  provided,  meet 
at  the  entrance  of  the  California 
Palace  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
Lincoln  Park,  Saturday,  Dec.  10,  9 
a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  750-3502. 

Family  Holiday  Concert:  The 

Conservatory  Opera  Theatre  pre¬ 
sents  Engelbert  Humperdinck’s 
fairytale  classic,  “Hansel  and 
Gretel,”  for  the  whole  family,  SF 
Conservatory  of  Music,  Heilman 
Hall,  1201  Ortega  St.,  Saturday, 
Dec.  10  and  Sunday,  Dec.  11,1 
p.m.  to  4  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  759-3475. 

Memorial  Concert:  Congregation 
Emanu-El  presents  the  annual 
Ludwig  Altman  Memorial 
Concert,  featuring  a  performance 
of  Haydn’s  “Creation”  and  local 
soloists  and  choral  students.  Main 
Sanctuary,  2  Lake  St.,  Sunday, 

Dec.  11,4,  p.m.,  free.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  751-2541  ext.  170. 

12-18 

Poetry  Event:  The  Jewish 
Community  Center  of  San 
Francisco  welcomes  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  poet  Adrienne  Rich,  3200 
California  St.,  Monday.  Dec.  12,  8 
p.m.,  $12  for  JCCSF  members, 

$15  for  the  general  public.  For 
more  information,  call  292-1233. 

Guzheng  Society:  Listen  as  the 
San  Francisco  Guzheng  Society 
performs  modem  and  classical  mu¬ 
sic  on  traditional  Chinese  musical 
instruments,  Ortega  Branch 
Library,  3223  Ortega  St.,  Saturday, 
Dec.  17,  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m.,  free.  For 
more  information,  call  557-4277. 


Notice  of  Nondiscrimination 

St.  Monica  School,  mindful  of  its  mission  to  be  witness  to  the  love 
of  Christ  for  all,  admits  students  of  any  race,  color,  and  national  and/or 
ethnic  origin  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  programs  and  activities  gener¬ 
ally  accorded  to  or  made  available  to  students  at  this  school.  Saint 
Monica  School  does  not  unlawfully  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race, 
color,  and  national  and/or  ethnic  origin,  age  sex,  or  disability  in  admin¬ 
istration  of  educational  polices,  admissions  policies,  scholarship  pro¬ 
grams,  and  athletic  and  other  school  administered  programs. 

Likewise,  Saint  Monica  School  does  not  unlawfully  discriminate 
against  any  applicant  for  employment  on  the  basis  of  age,  sex,  disabili¬ 
ty,  race,  color  and  national  and/or  ethnic  origin. 


Get  More  Results 
with 


CALIFORNIA 

DELIVERY 


•  RELIABLE  • 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  DISTRIBUTION 
Special  Doorknob  Delivery  Available 

•  Advertising  Circulars  •  Catalogs 

•  Product  Samples  •  Newspapers 

CALIFORNIA  DELIVERY  WILL  SATURATE  AN  ENTIRE  CITY  OR 
TARGET  SPECIFIC  AREAS 

Dependable  Delivery  in  San  Francisco 
and  the  Bay  Area 


Call  or  write  for  free  estimate 
Phone  (415)  285-7866 
FAX  #  285-7869 

1500  Minnesota  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


of  Events 

19-31 

Winter  Break  Workshops:  Art 

and  science  classes  for  kids  include 
activities  such  as  making  miniature 
castles,  creating  Kwanzaa  and 
Hanukkah  menorahs,  and  more, 
with  two  workshops  each  day  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  before  Christmas  and 
one  workshop  per  day  between 
Christmas  and  New  Year’s  Day, 
Randall  Museum,  199  Museum 
Way,  Tuesdays  through  Fridays, 
Dec.  20  through  Dec.  30,  from  ei¬ 
ther  10  a.m.  to  12  noon  or  1  p.m. 
to  3  p.m.,  $11  per  class.  For  more 
information,  or  to  pre-register  (re¬ 
quired),  call  554-9600. 

North  Pole  Review:  Children  of 
all  ages  are  welcome  to  a  holiday- 
themed,  family  puppet  show  per¬ 
formed  by  the  Fratello 
Marionettes,  Ortega  Branch 
Library,  3223  Ortega  St., 
Wednesday,  Dec.  21,  7  p.m.,  free. 
For  more  information,  call  557- 
4277. 

Hansel  and  Gretel:  Watch  Opera 
Piccola  bring  the  classic  Grimm’s 
fairytale  to  life  with  audience  par¬ 
ticipation,  colorful  costumes, 
scenery  and  lights,  Presidio  Branch 
Library,  3150  Sacramento  St., 
Thursday,  Dec.  22,  10:30  a.m., 
free.  For  more  information,  call 
557-4277. 

Anime  Event:  Enjoy  anime  films 
for  teenagers  ages  12  to  18  by 
Hayao  Miyazaki  and  Studio 
Ghibli,  Ortega  Branch  Library, 

3223  Ortega  St.,  Wednesday,  Dec. 
28,  4  p.m.  to  6  p.m.,  free.  For  more 
information,  call  557-4277. 

Creative  Origami:  Children  ages 
8  and  older  are  invited  to  leam  the 
art  of  origami  with  Geri  Handa, 
space  is  limited  to  20  participants, 
Parkside  Branch  Library,  1 200 
Taraval  St.,  Thursday,  Dec.  29,  3 
p.m.,  free.  For  more  information, 
or  to  make  a  reservation,  call  355- 
5770. 

Public  Speaking:  The  Lands  End 
Toastmasters  Club  meets  the  sec¬ 
ond  and  fourth  Wednesdays  of  the 
month,  from  5  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m.,  at 
the  V.A.  Medical  Center,  located  at 
4150  Clement  St.,  Room  A122  in 
Building  200.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  221-4208  or  752-7563. 
Sutro  Park  Tour:  Free  tour  of 
Sutro  Park  offered  by  City  Guides, 
first  three  Saturdays  of  the  month 
at  2  p.m.,  meet  at  the  lion  statue  at 
the  southwest  comer  of  48th  and 
Pt.  Lobos  avenues.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (650)  560-9015. 
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Sacramento 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee 

Latest  threat  to  CA  coast 


California’s  natural  resources  —  particu¬ 
larly  our  coastline  -  are  an  essential  ele¬ 
ment  of  California’s  economy,  which  in¬ 
cludes  fishing  and  tourism.  Recently,  our 
environment  has  been  threatened  by  poten¬ 
tially  harmful  legislation  in-Congress. 
Fortunately,  environmental  advocates  on 
both  sides  of  the  political  aisle  won  a  ma¬ 
jor  victory  when  all  language  pertaining  to 
offshore  oil  drilling  was  pulled  from  the 
House  Budget  Reconciliation  Bill  in 
Congress. 

For  more  than  two  decades.  Congress 
has  protected  the  coasts  of  California, 
Washington,  Oregon  and  other  U.S.  coastal 
states  from  expanded  offshore  drilling  in 
the  form  of  a  legislative  moratorium. 

However,  over  the  past  several  months 
Congressman  Richard  Pombo  of  Tracy  has 
been  pushing  legislation  to  lift  the  long¬ 
standing  moratorium  on  offshore  drilling. 
Instead,  he  would  substitute  an  uncertain 
and  complicated  new  bureaucracy  in  which 
states  desiring  continued  protection  would 
need  to  submit  a  “petition”  for  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  secretary  of  interior  to  extend 
their  coastal  protection  five  years  at  a  time, 
up  to  a  maximum  of  10  years.  In  addition, 
Pombo  wants  to  allow  oil  and  gas  explo¬ 
ration  within  125  miles  of  the  coast  and 
give  states  incentives  to  allow  oil  drilling 
as  close  as  50  miles,  and  natural  gas 
drilling  even  closer,  at  25  miles. 

For  months,  most  of  the  Bay  Area 
Congressional  delegation  and  I  have  vocal¬ 
ly  opposed  the  efforts  to  end  24  years  of 
bipartisan  federal  protection  for  coastal 
states  and  to  oppose  opening  Alaska’s 
Arctic  National  Wildlife  Refuge  (ANWR) 
to  oil  exploration.  During  the  last  legisla¬ 


tive  session, 
I  authored 
Assembly 
Joint 

Resolution 
(AJR)  14 
declaring 
California’s 
opposition  to 
Representa¬ 
tive  Pombo’s 
plans.  Fortunately,  Bay  Area  congressional 
members,  including  Democratic  House 
leader  Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi, 
Congressman  Tom  Lantos,  Congress- 
woman  Anna  Eshoo,  and  Senators  Diane 
Feinstein  and  Barbara  Boxer,  successfully 
fought  to  protect  our  coast  from  oil  rigs 
and  a  potential  catastrophic  environmental 
disaster. 

As  of  today,  the  budget  bill  no  longer 
includes  language  to  weaken  the  oil 
drilling  moratorium  or  the  Arctic  drilling 
provision.  It  is  imperative  that  House 
Republicans  do  not  try  to  return  this  lan¬ 
guage  to  the  budget  bill  during  conference 
committee. 

Support  for  AJR  14  came  from  the 
California  Coastal  Protection  Network, 
California  Defenders  of  Wildlife, 
California  League  of  Conservation  Voters, 
Committee  for  Green  Foothills,  San  Mateo 
County,  Environment  California, 
Environmental  Defense  Center,  Farallones 
Marine  Sanctuary  Association,  Natural 
Resources  Defense  Council,  The  Ocean 
Conservancy,  Sequoia  Audubon  Society, 
and  the  Sierra  Club,  among  others. 

Earlier  this  year,  I  hosted  a  Town  Hall 
Meeting  to  help  stop  federal  legislation 
that  would  have  allowed  public  access  to 
the  Farallon  Islands  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  (FNWR).  Any  public  access  to  this 
sensitive  ecosystem  will  severely  disturb 
the  local  wildlife  and  its  habitats. 
Unfortunately,  we  must  continue  to  battle 
the  Congressional  trend  of  peeling  back 
important  environmental  protections. 

Assemblyman  Leland  Yee  is  the  speak¬ 
er  pro  tempore  at  the  California 
Assembly. 


Coldwell  Banker  +  John  Kirkpatrick 

(leading  Coldwell  Banker  agent) 

=  A  Powerful  Combination 


Tod  Individual  Producer  in 
San  Francisco’s  largest  Office 

2005  -  $34  million 
2004  -  $30  million 
2003  -  $26  million 
Experience: 

•  Licensed  Broker  Since  1988 

•  Stanford  University's  Graduate  School  of 
Business  Executive  Marketing 

•  University  of  Southern  California  MBA  -  Marketing 

Community:  Vice  Chairman  YMCA  Community 
Outreach  Fundraising 

Docent  Program  Fine  Arts  Museums 
of  San  Francisco 

Languages  Skills:  Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Arabic 


Testimonials 


"John  . . .  the  first  words  that  come  to  my  mind  about  John  are  -  in¬ 
tegrity,  honesty  and  devotion.  John  is  not  only  extremely  professional 
but  he  makes  himself  available  for  His  client,  responding  promptly  to 
questions  (e-mail,  telephone,  fax,  etc.).  What  makes  him  a  very  spe¬ 
cial  real  estate  agent  is  that  he  has  a  natural  intuition  about  people 
and  situation.  He  will  be  right  there  for  you  when  you  need  emotion¬ 
al  support 


John  Kirkpatrick 

Broker  Associate 
Coldwell  Banker 
(415)412-0559 
johri@johnkirkpatrick.com 
www.johnkirkpatrick.com 


-  Nathalie  Ferino 


cot  puiei  i 
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CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISING 


ACUPUNCTURE 

Acupuncture  and  Massage:  We 
Treat  pains  of  the  neck,  shoulder, 
back,  hands  and  other  chronic 
pain  resulting  from  a  car  accident, 
work,  etc.  Call  Linda  Cheng 
Acupuncture  Clinic  at  (415)  753- 
1881. 

ART  CLASSES 

40  Classes  with  14  Instructors 
in  the  Sunsef/Parkside  for  adults 
and  mature  teens  at  Fogbelt 
Studio.  For  more  information  or  to 
get  a  hard-copy  brochure,  call 
(415)  661-8502  or  e-mail 

kathy@fogbeltstudio.com.  Web 
Site:  www.fogbeltstudio.com. 

CARPENTRY/PAINTING 

Interior  and  Exterior  Painting: 
Dryrot,  stairs,  deck,  fence,  retain¬ 
ing  walls,  flooring,  etc.  Roof  seal¬ 
ing  and  repairs,  sheetrock  and 
stucco  repair,  electrical  and  plumb¬ 
ing,  seismic  retrofitting,  tree  trim¬ 
ming  too!  Far  West  Restorations  & 
Construction,  CA  license  #751689, 
Jim  Kennedy  -  (415)  661-3724. 

CUSTOM  CABINETS 

Custom  Pine  Cabinetry  for 
home,  office  and  country  place. 
Go  to  our  Web  site  at 
www.pinecabinetry.com  or  just  call 
Jim  at  (415)  621-4390. 

FENCE 

CONSTRUCTION 

Specializing  in  Redwood  Fences 
-  Morrow  Construction.  License 
#343633.  For  more  information, 
call  (650)  994-6892. 

FURNITURE 

REFINISHING 

Furniture  Restripped  and 
Refinished.  Excellent  work,  quick¬ 
ly  done.  Includes  pick-up  and  re¬ 


turn.  15  years  experience.  Call  Jim 
at  621-4390. 

FURNITURE  WANTED 

Buying  Older-Style  Furniture 
and  Household  Items.  One  item 
or  entire  home.  Give  us  a  call  at 
(415)  621-4390- Jim. 

HA  ULING/CLEANING 

Bruno’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning, 
basements,  backyards,  lots; 
hauls/moves  appliances,  demoli¬ 
tion  cleanup  (no  liquids).  31  years 
hauling.  No  job  too  small.  The 
quality  remains  long  after  the  price 
has  been  forgotten.  Free  esti¬ 
mates.  Call  Bruno  at  (415)  665- 
8655.  Bruno’s  Hauling  - 
www.brunoshauling.citysearch.com. 

A  Hauling  Company:  Clean-up 
basements,  attic,  garage,  cellar; 
junk,  trash,  garbage  and  appli¬ 
ances  removal.  Carpet  removal 
service  (nails,  staples,  wood  strips, 
padding).  Call  Lou  at  (41 5)  .225- 
4637  for  more  information. 

HEALTH 

Free  Recovery  Tape  Lines:  Call 
751-5390  and  751-0241  anytime 

HOME  REFINISHING 

Interior  Home  Refinishing: 
Kitchen  cabinets,  doors,  wainscot¬ 
ing,  trim  and  more.  Fine  work, 
quickly  done.  15  years  experience. 
Call  Jim  at  621-4390. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

Housekeeper  Available: 
Thorough,  honest,  reliable  and  ex- 
erienced.  Fluent  in  English.  Great 
references.  (415)  730-1174. 

MUSIC  CLASSES 

S.F.  School  of  Music  (9th  and 
Judah):  S.F.  home  of  nationally 
acclaimed  Harmony  Road  Music 
Program  (18  months  and  up). 


Also,  all  levels  of  piano,  instru¬ 
ments,  voice  and  musical  theater. 
For  more  information,  call  (415) 
294-5050  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.sfschoolofmusic.com. 

NEEDLEPOINT 

Eva’s  Needlepoint:  Sell  French 
painted  canvas.  Kits  are  available. 
Will  teach  and  help  beginners.  535 
35th  Ave.  (at  Geary).  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  (415)  751-3530. 

PIANO  LESSONS 

Patient  Teacher  with  25+  Years 
Experience;  B.M.  Degree;  M.T.A. 
member;  literature,  theory  and 
technique;  learn  the  classics,  pops 
and  old  favorites.  Family  and  se¬ 
nior  discounts.  Weekday  appoint¬ 
ments  available  from  4  p.m. 
Saturday  lessons  by  appointment. 
$22  half  hour.  Call  Ms.  Kofnovec 
at  664-81 76. 

REAL  ESTATE 

Free:  Seller’s  Guide  to  Selling  a 
Home  booklet  includes  things  to 
know,  including  the  process  of 
submitting  or  receiving  offers,  ac¬ 
cepting  an  offer  or  closing  the 
transaction.  Call  (415)  753-8580 
and  leave  your  name  for  delivery. 

New  Game  In  Town!  Learn  how 
sellers  can  prepare  and  what  buy¬ 
ers  should  expect  in  the  shifting 
real  estate  market,  Wednesday, 
Dec.  7,  6:15  p.m.  to  7:30  p.m.,  465 
California  St.,  #300,  free  with  food 
bank  donation.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Keller  at  (415)  786-7157. 

ROOM  FOR  RENT 

Room  for  Rent:  $550  plus  utili¬ 
ties,  need  first  and  last  month.  Non 
smoker,  spiritual  household,  (415) 
235-2194. 

TRAVELERS  WANTED 

When  a  Business  or  Pleasure 
travel  involves  a  hotel  stay:  Collect 


the  toiletries  each  day,  use  what 
you  need  and  bring  the  rest  to  do¬ 
nate  to  Working  Essentials.  The 
items  are  provided  to  job  coun¬ 
selors  at  18  agencies,  then  dis¬ 
tributed  to  individuals  who  are 
homeless  and  trying  to  obtain  and 
maintain  employment.  Drop  items 
at  the  Richmond  Police  Station, 
461  Sixth  Ave.;  for  other  locations 
visit  www.workingessentials.org  or 
call  (415)  565-0201 ,  ext.  27. 

VEHICLE  DONATIONS 

The  Crohn's  &  Colitis 
Foundation  is  seeking  vehicle  do¬ 
nations  to  support  its  assistance  to 
children  and  adults  suffering  from 
inflammatory  bowel  diseases.  Free 
pickup  and  towing  possible.  For 
more  information,  call  (650)  578- 
6590. 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Volunteers  Needed  for  Hospice 
-  Pathways,  a  local  non-profit,  is 
looking  for  caring  individuals  to 
visit  patients  and  families  in  San 
Francisco.  Training  and  support 
provided!  Contact  Vivian  Wan  at 
(650)  808-4604. 

The  St.  Anthony  Foundation 
needs  volunteers  to  provide  for  the 
physical  and  emotional  needs  of 
homeless  people.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  or  to  assist  in  the  dining 
room  or  other  areas,  call  241- 
2600. 

The  Retired  &  Senior  Volunteer 
Program  is  looking  for  people  to 
become  ambassadors  and  warn 
seniors  about  various  investment 
frauds.  For  more  information,  call 
RSVP  at  (415)  731-3335. 

The  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial 
Museum  is  looking  for  volunteers 


to  be  trained  to  assist  at  the  muse¬ 
um  when  it  re-opens  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  in  October.  For  more  in¬ 
formation,  call  Marilyn  at  750- 
3633. 

School  Volunteers  Needed:  San 
Francisco  School  Volunteers  as¬ 
sist  students  with  a  variety  of  tutor¬ 
ing  needs.  Free  training  and  place¬ 
ment.  For  more  information,  call 
SFSV  at  (415)  749-3700  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.sfsv.org. 

The  Seven  Tepees  Youth 
Program  is  looking  for  mentors 
and  tutors.  For  more  information, 
call  Tyren  at  (41 5)  522-1 550. 

Experience  Corps  is  looking  for 
mentors  and  tutors  for  Richmond 
and  Sunset  district  children.  For 
more  information,  call  Janet  Oh  at 
759-3690  or  go  to  the  website  at 
www.experiencecorps.org. 

Little  Brothers:  Friends  of  the 
Elderly  is  looking  for  volunteers  to 
commit  to  visiting  a  senior  twice  a 
month  for  a  year.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  volunteer  coordi¬ 
nator  at  771 -7957. 

Help  Needed  at  SF  Food  Bank: 
The  RSVP  and  food  bank  needs 
help  to  assemble,  stock  and  label 
food  for  distribution,  Thursday, 
Oct.  7  and  Thursday,  Oct.  14, 
from  1 0  a.m.  to  noon.  For  informa¬ 
tion,  call  RSVP  at  731-3335. 

Strybing  Arboretum  &  Botanical 
Gardens  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
needs  volunteers  to  work  in  the 
gardens,  in  the  nursery  and  at 
special  events.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  please  call  Lynn  Duncan,  vol¬ 
unteer  coordinator,  at  (415)  661- 
1316,  ext.  312,  or  e-mail  her  at 
Lduncan  @  strybing.org. 


Send  us  your  classified  or  business  service  listing. 

Private  party  classified  ads,  up  to  25  words,  cost  $5  per  monthly  listing.  Business  ads,  up  to  25  words, 
cost  $20  per  month.  Double  rates  for  double  space.  All  ads  must  be  pre-paid  and  mailed  to  the  ReView 
office  by  the  20th  of  the  month.  Mail  to:  The  Richmond  ReView,  P.O.  Box  590596,  S.F.,  CA  94159 
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City  College  of  San  Francisco 
Spring  2006  Classes 
Start  January  17th  at 
John  Adams  Campus 


Action  Jackson. 
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Many  credit  and  noncredit  courses  offered  at  the  John 
Adams  Campus  have  openings  for  new  students. 
Check  out  the  following  major  programs: 

•  English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL) 

•  Computer  Classes 

•  Accounting 

•  High  School  Program 

•  GED  (General  Educational  Development) 
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John  Adams  Campus,  1860  Hayes  St.,  SF,  CA  94117 
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Just  $26  a  credit.  Noncredit  Classes  are  FREE. 
Financial  Aid  Available. 

Apply  Online  Now  at  www.ccsf.edu. 

For  more  information,  call  415.561.1900 


It's  the  smell  ofTully's  coffee  at  the  comer  of 
Fillmore. The  secret  delights  of  that  tucked- 
away  B&B  on  Pacific.The  jumble  of  kids  near 
Lyon  when  University  High  lets  out 


their  aspirations  for  nearly  50  years.  And 
we’ve  helped  them  sell  their  homes  too, 
when  they’ve  been  ready  to  move  on  to 
new  dreams. 


It's  Jackson  Street,  where  the  homes  have  a 
solid  beauty,  reflecting  the  upscale  but  friendly 
nature  of  their  owners.  It's  no  wonder  you’ll 
find  the  residences  of  more  than  a  few  foreign 
consulates  in  this  neighborhood. 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been  helping  people 
find  the  homes  that  help  them  realize 


If  you'd  like  more  information  about  Jackson 
Street — from  The  Embarcadero  to  the 
Arguello  Gate — or  about  Pacific  Heights, 
Presidio  Heights,  or  any  other  neighborhood 
in  the  City,  call  us  at  4 1 5-92 1  -6000,  Or  visit 
our  website  at  www.hill-co.com. 

We'll  show  you  where  the  action  Is. 


< 


1 :  1 2  PM  |  Pacific  Heights 
Presidio  Heights 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


Property  Management/ 
Rental  Office 

1 906  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  292-1777 
F:  (415)  292-1775 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


Saving  of  25-65 

From  Standard  Local  Fees  With 
Our  Insurance  Policy  Starting  At 

$7200  Per  Year 

Plus  one  time  process  fees  of  $16 


Zoom  Bleaching 

In  about  an  hour,  your  smile 
can  be  transformed  from  a 
yellowing  embarrassment 
to  an  unbelievable  white! 


SPECIAL 


$499 


Reg.  $699 


Do  you  need  new 
or  replacement 
partials  or  dentures?  You 
won’t  believe  our  prices! 
Quality  workmanship  you 
can  afford. 


♦  Natural-Looking  Teeth  with 
IPS  Empress  Porcelain  - 
Permanent  tooth 
replacement  without  caps 

♦  One  day  denture 
construction  &  placement 

♦  One  hour  denture  repair 

♦  Inter-Oral  Camera  System 

♦  Quality  Sterilization  Assured 

♦  In-House  Lab 

♦  Most  Insurance  Accepted 

♦  Denti-Cal  Accepted 

♦  0%  Financing  (on  approval) 


'  VBA  •]  3  ■  S 


ceanview 


Excellence  in  Dentistry  and  professional 
care  for  over  15  years 


New! 


In  Office  Specialist  - 

Harvard  graduate  with  experience  in  all  areas  of 
periodontal  and  implant  treatments 


We 
Now 
Offer 

Invisalign 

‘Invisalign  is  the  invisible  way  to  strengthen, 
your  teeth  without  braces.” 

Clear  •  Transparent  •  Removable 
Braces?  No!  Invisalign?  Yes! 

“Now  you  can  smile  more  during  the  treatment 
as  well  as  after.” 


Your  Dental  Insurance  Accepted  as  Payment 

...  In  most  cases.  Please  call  for  details. 

< - - - / 

San  Francisco,  CA  94121  (415)221-5592 

www.oceanviewdental.com 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appointments  Available 


54 


95 


Reg.  $150  •  New  Patients  Only 

Complete  Dental 
Check-Up 

Includes: 

♦  Cleaning/Prophylaxis 

♦  Necessary  X-Rays 

♦  Complete  Oral  Exam 

♦  Oral  Cancer  Screening 

♦  Doctor’s  Consultation  And 
Written  Estimate  Of  Treatment 

With  coupon  only.  Not  valid  with 
any  other  offer.  Expires  12/31/05. 


NEW!!! 

Alternative  Treatment 
for  Periodontal  Disease 
ATRIDOX 

Please  call  office  lor  details. 


Teeth  Whitenin 
Treatment  Availa 


1e 


"For  Noticeably  Brighter  Teeth.' 
Please  call  office  for  details. 


Only 


s200 


00 


reg.  $300 


With  coupon  only.  Expires  12/31/05. 
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